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Report  of  Town  Clerk 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


Frederick  J.  Piper 


Eliza  M.  Bermett 


John  E.  Donovan 
George  H.  Tenney 
Irving  A.  Seaver 


Selectmen 
Adney  W.  Gray 

Overseers  oj  Poor 
Oscar  B.  Mudgett 

Assessors 


Town  Clerk 
Frederick  J.  Piper 

Town  Treasurer 
Gertrude  S.  Copeland 

School  Committee 


Richard  S.  Ely 
Melora  E.  Proctor 
Charles  A.  Packard 


Henry  B.  Hathaway 


Constables 


Oscar  B.  Mudgett 
Frederick  J.  Piper 


Term  expires  1927 
Term  expires  1928 
Term  expires  1929 


Police 

Harry  C.  Felch,  Chief    Henry  B.  Hathaway 


Term  expires  1927 
Term  expires  1928 
Term  expires  1929 


Harrv  C.  Felch 


Richard  A.  Keefe 


Tax  Collector 
Charles  Liddell 
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Fred  N.  Davis 


Auditors 
Cornelius  P.  Keefe 


Frederick  Prevost 


Frederick  J.  Piper 


Carl  B.  WiUard 
Evelyn  L.  Warren 
Robert  G.  Fessenden 


Committee  on  Suppression  oj  the  Illegal  Sale  oj 
Intoxicating  Liquor 
Adney  W.  Gray 


Library  Trustees 


Oscar  B.  Mudgett 


Term  expires  1927 
Term  expires  1928 
Term  expires  1929 


Board  of  Health 
Helen  P.  Fessenden 


Richard  S.  Ely,  M.  D. 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

Asa  K.  Tyler 
Ernest  G.  Wilson 
Frederick  J.  Piper 


Lilla  A.  Seaver 


Term  expires  1927 
Term  expires  1928 
Term  expires  1929 


Trustees  of  Tucker  Fund 
Richard  S.  Ely  Eva  M.  Ely  Clarence  W.  Sherwin 

Tree  Warden 
William  W.  Copeland 


Park  Commissioners 


Robert  G.  Fessenden 
John  J.  Piper 
William  A.  Russell 


Term  expires  1927 
Term  expires  1928 
Term  expires  1929 
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OFFICERS  APPOINTED 


Registrars  of  Voters 


Herman  L.  Stickney 
Ian  M.  Rusk 
John  E.  O'Brien 


Term  expires  1927 
Term  expires  1928 
Term  expires  1929 


Frederick  J.  Piper,  Clerk  of  Board 

Forest  Warden 
Frederick  J.  Piper 

Inspector  of  Animals 
Charles  B.  Shaw,  D.  V.  S. 

Inspector  oj  Provisions  and  Slaughtering 
Ernest  G.  Wilson 

Soldiers'  Burial  Agent 
Hudson  A.  Bray 


H.  B.  Hathaway 


Field  Drivers 


Beniah  H.  Savage 


R.  G.  Fessenden 
G.  M.  Streeter 


Board  of  Engineers 

F.  J.  Piper,  Chief 
J.  W.  Livingston 
C.  W.  Mead 


R.  A.  Keefe 
O.  B.  Mudgett 


U.  S.  Adams 

G.  S.  Shepherd 

H.  L.  Whitcomb 
C.  E.  Moulton 


Public  Weighers 

W.  F.  Rockwood 
F.  N.  Davis 
L.  J.  Damon 
Charles  Goodwin 


C.  L.  Webster 
T.  J.  Harvej^ 
G.  B.  Richardson 
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N.  J.  McGuire 


Cullers  oj  Hoops  and  Staves 

G.  L.  Tarbcll  H.  L.  Whitcomb 


,  Surveyors  oj  Wood,  Bark  and  Lumber 


W.  M.  Booth 
H.  L.  Whitcomb 
N.  L.  Dodge 
H.  C.  Felch 


Philip  Winthrop 


A.  B.  Wyman 
G.  G.  Clark 
L.  J.  Damon 
C.  E.  Moulton 
L.  Z.  Watkins 

Town  Council 
Francis  G.  Hayes 

Licensed  Undertaker 
Ernest  G.  Wilson 

School  Inspector 
Dr.  H.  B.  Boynton 

Moth  Department 
William  W.  Copeland 

Junk  Collectors 


W.  J.  Stewart 
E.  B.  Morse 
G.  B.  Richardson 
B.  H.  Savage 


Hackney  Licenses 
Ralph  T.  Bush  Ernest  G.  Wilson 

Chas.  Hodgman 

Buss  Licenses 
William  Docekel 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Ralph  T.  Kilbourn 


Isaac  Flaum 


Vernon  W.  Smith 


Finance  Committee 
F.  H,  Ormsby,  Chairman 
Charlotte  A.  Russell,  Secretary 

F.  N.  Boutell 

G.  L.  Whitcomb 
G.  A.  Proctor 


Term  expires  1929 

Term  expires  1927 

Term  expires  1927 

Term  expires  1928 

Term  expires  1928 


Annual  Town  Meeting 


TOWNSEND,  MARCH  1,  1926 

Pursuant  to  the  Warrant  the  annual  town  meeting  was  held 
on  the  above  date  in  Memorial  Hall. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator,  T.  E. 
Flarity,  at  6  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  the  Warrant,  as  far  as  Article  1, 
was  read  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Voted  that  further  reading  of  the  Warrant  be  deferred  until 
10  o'clock. 

J.  R.  Arlin,  L.  S.  Marshall,  L.  E.  Hurley,  and  I.  M.  Rusk 
were  sworn  as  ballot  clerks  by  the  Moderator. 

The  ballots,  tally  sheets,  ballot  box,  etc.,  were  delivered  to 
the  chairman  of  the  election  officers,  T.  E.  Flarity,  the  Town 
Clerk  taking  from  him  the  proper  receipt  for  the  same,  the  polls 
were  then  declared  open. 

At  9  o'clock  the  following  were  sworn  in  by  the  Town  Clerk 
as  tellers:  Mrs.  W.  A.  Russell,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Mead,  and  Mrs.  Agnes 
Sherwin. 

The  meeting  in  town  affairs  was  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m.   The  remainder  of  the  Warrant  was  read  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  present  it  was  voted  that  a  recess 
be  taken  until  11  o'clock. 

At  11  o'clock  the  meeting  was  again  called  to  order.  Action 
on  the  several  articles  was  taken  as  follows: 

Article  1.  Voted  that  all  officers  not  required  to  be  elected 
by  ballot  be  appointed  by  the  selectmen. 

Article  2.  Voted  to  accept  the  printed  reports  of  the  officers 
and  committees  of  the  town. 
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Article  3.  Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  enter  into  a 
contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  Division  of  High- 
ways, that  a  portion  of  the  sum  available  under  the  provisions  of 
Sections  26,  27, 28, 29,  of  Chapter  81  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amend- 
ed, be  appropriated  and  expended  in  Townsend. 

Article  4,  The  Moderator  stated  that  unless  otherwise 
ordered  all  money  appropriated  under  this  article  would  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  heads  of  the  departments  mak- 
ing the  recommendations. 

For  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax  rate  for  1926  it  was  voted 
to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Select- 
men, to  transfer  from  the  surplus  revenue  such  a  sum  as  may  be 
available  prior  to  the  fixing  of  the  tax  rate,  said  sum  to  be  used 
by  the  assessors  when  making  the  tax  rate  for  1926. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  as  follows: 


General  Government 


Moderator 
Selectmen's  Salaries 
Selectmen's  Expense 
Auditing 

Treasurer's  Salary 
Treasurer's  Expense 
Collector's  Salary 
Collector's  Expense 
Assessors'  Salaries 
Assessors'  Expense 
Law  Department 
Town  Clerk's  Salary 
Town  Clerk's  Expense 
Certifying  town  notes 
Election  and  Registration 
Memorial  Hall 


1,600 


$5, 
450 
250 

75 
450 
120 
500 
125 
300 
145 
100 
100 

45 

20 
200 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


$4,485.00 
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Protection  oj  Persons  and  Property 

Police  $600.00 

Suppression  200.00 

Firemen's  salaries  856 . 00 

Fire  Department  expense  800.00 

Sealer  Weights  and  Measures,  salary  75.00 

Sealer  Weights  and  Measures,  expense  15.00 

Moth  suppression  1,121.81 

Tree  Warden  125.00 

Forest  fires  300.00 

Other  protection  30 . 00 


Health  and  Sanitation 
Board  of  Health  $200.00 
Vital  statistics  20 . 00 

Inspection  of  meat  and  animals  300 . 00 

Fessenden  sewer  40 . 00 


Highway  Department 
State  account,  highway  maintenance         $6,600 . 00 
Bridges  and  village  streets  500 . 00 

Street  lighting  2,147.50 
Snow  removal  2,000.00 


Charities 

Town  home  $3,500.00 

Outside  relief  3,000.00 

Overseers  of  Poor,  salaries  150.00 

Overseers  of  Poor,  expense  75 . 00 


Soldiers'  Benefits 
State  aid  $192.00 
Soldiers'  rehef  50.00 


$4,122.81 


$560.00 


$11,247.50 


,725.00 


$242.00 
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Schools 


Public  Library 


Recreation 


Schools 


Public  Library 


Parks 

Band  concerts 


Unclassified 

Town  Reports 
Memorial  Day 

Employees'  compensation  insurance 
Middlesex  County  Farm  Bureau 
Soldiers'  graves 
Miscellaneous 
Reserve  fund 


Cemeteries 


General  Care 


$36,450.00 


$711.74 


$200.00 
500.00 


$433 . 70 
150.00 
250.00 
250.00 
125.00 
75.00 
381.91 


$625.00 


$36,450.00 


$711.74 


$700.00 


$1,665.61 


$625.00 


Interest 
Maturing  Debt 


Interest  and  Town  Debt 

$1,400.00 
2,620.00 


$4,020.00 


Total  budget  appropriations 


$71,554.66 
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Article  5.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  act  as  a  committee 
for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  for  the  prosecution  of  the  illegal 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  Townsend. 

Article  6.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  act  as  agents  to  prose- 
cute and  defend  all  suits  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  power  to 
employ  counsel. 

Article  7.  Voted  that  the  money  refunded  to  the  town  on 
account  of  dog  licenses  be  used  for  the  public  library. 

Article  8.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen,  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  borrow,  from  time 
to  time,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
January  1,  1926,  and  to  issue  a  note,  or  notes,  therefor,  payable 
within  one  year,  any  debt  or  debts  incurred  under  this  vote  to  be 
paid  from  the  revenue  of  the  said  financial  year. 

Article  9.  Voted  that  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen,  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  borrow  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $6,000.00  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the 
financial  year  1927,  and  to  issue  a  note,  or  notes,  therefor,  payable 
within  one  year,  and  any  debt  or  debts,  incurred  under  this  vote 
to  be  paid  from  the  revenue  of  said  financial  year,  and  that  no 
part  of  said  loan  shall  be  used  for  the  payment  of  any  bills  for  the 
year  1926. 

Article  10.  Voted  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $250.00  and  elect  a  director,  the  money  to  be  expended 
by  and  the  director  to  serve  in  co-operation  with  the  Middlesex 
County  Trustees  for  County  Aid  to  Agriculture  in  the  work  of  the 
Middlesex  County  Extension  Service,  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  128,  Sections  40  to  45,  of  the  General  Laws.-  The  above 
sum  had  already  been  appropriated  in  the  budget. 

Lyman  A.  Cook  was  chosen  director. 

Article  11.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$500.00  for  the  purpose  of  building  new  sidewalks,  the  same  ar- 
rangement to  be  made  with  abutters  as  far  as  possible  as  in  pre- 
vious years. 
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Article  12,  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$150. 00  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  sidewalk  on  Sehool  street, 
along  the  land  of  George  E.  Gates. 

Article  13.  ,  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$190.00  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
school  house  and  engine  house  at  West  Townsend. 

Article  14.  Voted  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $392.00  from 
the  Loan  Balance  Account  of  the  Lunenburg  Road  Bridges,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  with  cement  the  wood  approach  on  the 
east  side  of  the  bridge  on  Main  street,  Tow^nsend  Center,  from 
the  bridge  to  the  present  cement  walk. 

Article  15.    Voted  to  pass  the  article. 

Article  16.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  change 
the  candle  power  of  the  street  lights  at  Townsend  Center  and 
West  Townsend,  if  at  any  time  it  became  impossible  to  procure 
the  present  32  candle  power  lights  now  used. 

Article  17.  Voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Section  97 
of  Chapter  41,  of  the  General  Laws,  which  provides  that  a  Police 
Department  be  established  under  the  direction  of  the  Se- 
lectmen, who  shall  appoint  a  Chief  of  Police  and  such  other 
officers  as  they  deem  necessary.  The  Chief  of  Police  to  receive 
a  salary  of  $25.00  per  year  in  addition  to  any  other  compensation 
he  may  receive  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  other  officers 
to  receive  the  usual  compensation  paid  by  the  town. 

Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $25.00  for  the  salary 
of  the  Chief  of  Police. 

Article  18.  Voted  that  the  same  committee  having  charge 
of  the  Hart  Library  bequest  act  as  a  committee  to  look  after  the 
town's  interests  in  regard  to  the  bequests  made  the  town  by  the 
will  of  Amanda  E.  Dwight.  This  committee  consists  of  the  Se- 
lectmen, Town  Treasurer,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library. 
The  vote  was  unanimous. 

Article  19.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$776.12  to  pay  outside  relief  bills  of  1925,  a  fist  of  which  is  filed 
with  the  Town  Treasurer. 
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Article  20.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$100.00  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  tool  house  for  the  West 
Townsend  Cemetery,  said  tool  house  to  be  located  on  land  owned 
by  the  town  opposite  the  Cemetery  at  West  Townsend. 

Article  21.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$75.00  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  town  forest. 

Article  22.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$600.00  for  making  necessary  repairs  to  Memorial  Hall  Building 
and  fixtures. 

Article  23.  Voted  to  discontinue  the  three  crossroads  run- 
ning from  the  State  Road  to  the  Turnpike  Road  across  the  Black- 
smith lot  so-called,  between  the  land  of  Albert  E.  Waitt  and 
Samuel  A.  Woods. 

Article  24.  Voted  to  accept  the  offer  of  George  L.  Whit- 
comb  to  construct  a  cross  road  from  the  State  Road  to  the  Turnpike 
Road  across  the  Blacksmith  lot,  so-called,  between  the  land  of 
Samuel  A.  Woods  and  Albert  E.  Waitt,  the  same  to  be  constructed 
in  a  manner  acceptable  to  the  Selectmen. 

Article  25.  Voted  to  discontinue  the  road  known  as  the 
Ball  Road,  west  from  the  residence  of  John  Wesling  to  the  Babery 
Hill  Road  in  West  Townsend. 

Article  26.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$300.00  for  the  purpose  of  making  necessary  repairs  at  the  School 
Building  at  Townsend  Harbor. 

Article  27.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$75.00  for  the  purpose  of  putting  water  in  the  Engine  House  at 
Townsend  Center. 

Article  28.  A  motion  was  made  that  no  contract  that  in- 
volves an  amount  to  exceed  $250  to  repair  or  paint  a  town  build- 
ing or  to  construct  a  new  building  shall  be  made  until  the  job 
has  been  duly  advertised  and  bids  received. 

An  amendment  was  made  that  all  work  contracted  for  in 
behalf  of  the  town,  any  department,  which  amounts  to  more  than 
$250,  shall  be  advertised  and  open  for  bids. 
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A  Standing  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  110  voting 
for  and   7  against  the  amendment. 

A  standing  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  original  motion  which 
was  defeated  85  to  17. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

On  motion  voted  to  close  the  Polls,  the  moderator  declared 
the  polls  closed  at  2.45  p.  m. 

Article  29.  Voted  that  one  Street  light  be  placed  on  High- 
land Street  between  the  bridge  and  the  school  house,  and  that 
the  sum  of  $16.50  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  same. 

Article  30.  Voted  to  accept  from  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Coburn  the 
sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom  to  be  expended  for 
the  perpetual  care  of  the  Daniel  Bills  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Towns- 
end  Center. 

Article  31.  Voted  to  accept  from  the  grand-children  of 
Israel  Spaulding  the  sum  of  $75.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom 
to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  west  half  of  the  F.  A. 
Laws  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Article  32.  Voted  to  accept  from  H.  E.  Spaulding  the  sum 
of  $75.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom  to  be  expended  for  the 
perpetual  care  of  the  West  half  of  the  H.  E.  Spaulding  lot  in  the 
cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Article  33.  A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  School  Housing 
Committee  was  made  as  follows:  The  housing  committee  have 
been  working  for  the  past  three  years  on  some  plan  to  get  more 
room  at  the  Center  School  and  take  the  4th  grade  from  Memorial 
Hall. 

In  the  first  place  a  two  room  building  was  erected  in  the  rear 
of  the  present  building,  which  has  not  been  all  in  all  just  what  we 
would  like,  but  has  let  us  by.  It  was  not  very  long,  however,  be- 
fore we  were  in  need  of  more  room  and  a  vote  of  the  town  was 
taken  giving  us  leave  to  use  the  basement  of  Memorial  Hall  again. 
Then  the  committee  came  out  with  another  two  room  proposition 
for  the  town  to  vote  on  and  the  article  was  voted  down.    At  a 
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special  town  meeting  later  a  new  committee  of  15  was  appointed. 
At  this  same  town  meeting  the  school  committee  asked  permission 
to  keep  school  in  the  basement  of  Memorial  Hall,  time  limited 
to  July  1st,  1926;  this  was  granted  by  the  Selectmen  through  a 
vote  of  the  town.  Since  last  May  your  committee  has  been  work- 
ing on  more  school  room,  both  a  new  building  and  adding  on  to 
the  old  building  have  been  discussed.  A  member  of  your  commit- 
tee has  talked  with  one  or  more  architects  and  they  are  not  will- 
ing to  put  their  time  on  this  work  unless  they  can  get  paid  or  be 
sure  of  having  the  job. 

A  point  to  be  remembered  is  that  your  committee  has  no 
money  to  work  with.  Mr.  Haynes  of  Mason  &  Haynes,  Fitchburg, 
Mass.,  has  studied  the  situation  quite  a  little,  having  been  here  on 
this  same  question  about  four  years  ago.  They  have  made  plans 
which  may  be  seen  in  the  hall  at  the  present  time,  showing  how 
four  rooms  may  be  added  to  the  rear  of  the  main  building  and  by 
other  changes  which  the  state  would  require,  we  would  not  only 
have  the  four  rooms  but  would  have  six  class  rooms  and  the 
laboratory  and  domestic  science  rooms  in  the  basement,  also  a 
manual  training  room  in  the  basement,  or  it  could  be  used  as  a 
play  room.  The  entire  building  would  be  heated  by  steam,  by 
using  the  unit  system  which  is  being  used  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  new  buildings,  and  is  said  by  many  to  be  more  economical 
than  the  hot  air  furnace.  The  price  of  the  addition  with  all 
changes  made  as  the  state  requires  would  be  $24,000.00  and  the 
heating  system  complete  would  be  $14,000.  Now  a  new  building 
figured  to  take  care  of  the  High  and  Junior  High  of  150  pupils, 
a  building  of  nine  rooms  complete,  heating  and  toilet  system, 
but  with  nothing  outside  of  the  building,  which  means  no  sewerage 
system,  no  water  or  land,  these  last  three  to  be  extra.  The  building 
would  cost  $75,000.00. 

This  report  is  made  by  the  Secretary  and  is  not  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report. 

Report  of  committee  appointed  at  the  annual  town  meeting, 
March  2,  1925,  to  recommend  what  disposition  shall  be  made 
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of  tlic  $968. v34  refunded  to  the  town  by  the  Commonwealth, 
which  was  apportioned  out  of  the  funds  collected  to  provide 
suitable  recognition  of  the  residents  of  Massachusetts  who  served 
in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  World  War. 

The  committee  is  not  ready  at  this  time  to  make  a  complete 
report;  it  seems  to  us  at  the  present  time  that  a  suitable  memorial 
may  be  made  in  connection  with  the  new  library,  either  in  the 
building  or  on  the  grounds. 

We  would  ask  for  further  time,  and  would  recommend  that 
the  money  be  put  aside  in  a  special  interest  fund. 

C.  B.  WiLLARD, 

For  the  Committee. 

Voted  that  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation 
adopted. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 

Composed  of  Selectmen, 

Town  Treasurer  and  Library  Trustees 

The  committee  appointed  to  study  the  needs  of  the  town 
relative  to  the  site  and  erection  of  a  Library  Building  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  the  late  Charles  B.  Hart, 
assumed  their  duties  and  were  well  under  way  when  the  town 
received  the  notice  of  the  bequest  made  in  the  will  of  the  late 
Amanda  E.  Dwight  for  a  Library. 

We  feel  that  it  would  be  unwise  for  the  committee  to  proceed 
further  until  we  know  definitely  whether  or  not  the  town  will  re- 
ceive the  legacy  as  made  by  Mrs.  Dwight,  whose  will  is  being 
contested. 

The  sum  of  $100.00  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the 
committee  remains  untouched. 

C.  B.  WiLLARD, 

Chairman  oj  Committee. 
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The  committee  chosen  to  look  into  the  advisability  of  the 
town  purchasing  a  tractor  for  use  on  the  roads  in  Townsend,  made 
a  verbal  report:  That  they  had  investigated  several  makes  of 
tractors,  that  the  one  that  seemed  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  town  together  with  a  grader,  a  scarifier  and  snow  plow  would 
cost  $6,700.00. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  in  the  near  future 
the  town  no  doubt  would  have  to  purchase  this  outfit,  it  thought 
best  to  postpone  the  purchase  until  the  experimental  stage  in  the 
use  of  these  machines  was  passed.  Voted  that  the  report  be 
accepted. 

Voted  that  a  Water  Committee  of  eight  be  appointed  and 
that  this  committee  appoint  another  member,  making  nine  in  all. 

Appropriations  made  under  the  several  articles  not  listed  in 
the  budget: 


Article  11 
Article  12 
Article  13 
Article  14 
Article  19 
Article  20 
Article  21 
Article  22 
Article  26 
Article  27 
Article  29 


$500.00 
150.00 
190.00 
392.00 
776.12 
100.00 
75.00 
600.00 
300.00 
75.00 
16.50 


Budget  Items 


$3,174.62 
$71,554.66 


Total  Appropriations 


$74,729.28 
F.  J.  Piper,  Town  Clerk. 
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TowNSEND,  Mass.,  March  3,  1926. 
The  Moderator  made  the  following  appointments: 

As  member  of  Finance  Committee  for  three  years,  F.  H.  Ormsby 
As  members  of  the  Town  Water  Committee: 
O.  B.  Mudgett  A.  W.  Gray  R.  A.  Lancey 

C.  B.  Willard  G.  L.  Whitcomb  C.  A.  Packard 

R.  G.  Fessenden         F.  J.  Piper 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  town  the  committee  met 
and  chose  as  the  ninth  member  of  the  committee,  T.  E.  Flarity. 
Mr.  Flarity  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

F.  J.  Piper,  Town  Clerk. 

Special  Town  Meeting 

IN  MEMORIAL  HALL,  MAY  1ST,  1926 
AT  2  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

To  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  To  hear  a  report  of  the  committee  chosen  to  look 
after  the  town's  interests  as  regards  the  bequests  made  the  town 
in  the  will  of  the  late  Amanda  E.  Dwight,  and  to  act  in  any  way 
in  relation  to  the  foregoing  article. 

Article  2.  To  see  il  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  shingling  and  painting 
the  buildings  at  the  town  farm. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  an  approved  curtain  for  the 
stage  in  Seminary  Hall  in  West  Townsend. 

Article  4.  To  choose  committees,  to  hear  reports  of  com- 
mittees, or  to  act  in  any  way  in  relation  to  any  ot  the  foregoing 
articles. 

Frederick  J.  Piper, 
Adney  W.  Gray, 
Oscar  B.  Mudgett, 
Selectmen  of  Townsend. 

April  23,  1926. 
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Special  Town  Meeting 

TOWNSEND,  MASS.,  MAY  1,  1926. 

A  special  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  above  date  at  2 
o'clock  p.  m.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator, 
T.  E.  Flarity.   The  Warrant  was  read  by  the  town  clerk. 

Article  1.  C.  B.  Willard,  chairman  of  the  committee,  made 
a  report  stating  the  attitude  of  the  contestants  of  the  will,  also 
the  opinions  of  several  lawyers  as  regards  the  case. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Willard  presented  the  following  motion: 

That  the  committee  chosen  at  the  last  Annual  Town  Meeting, 
March  1,  1926,  to  look  after  the  town's  interest  as  regards  the 
bequests  made  the  town  in  the  will  of  Amanda  E.  Dwight,  be 
authorized  and  empowered  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Town  to  settle, 
compromise  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  controversy  relating  to 
said  will,  with  full  power  and  authority  to  do  all  things  necessary 
with  respect  thereto.  The  motion  was  carried  by  a  unanimous 
vote. 

Voted  that  $150.00  be  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  use  of 
the  committee. 

Article  2.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$1,400.00  for  the  purpose  of  shingling  and  painting  and  other 
necessary  repairs  to  the  town  farm  buildings.  The  vote  was 
unanimous,  same  to  be  expended  under  the  directions  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Article  3.  Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $80.00 
for  the  purchase  of  an  approved  curtain  for  the  stage  in  Seminary 
Hall  in  West  Townsend,  the  same  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  School  Committee.    The  vote  was  unanimous. 

Article  4.   No  action  was  taken  under  this  article. 

There  being  no  further  business  it  was  voted  to  adjourn  at 
2.20  p.  m. 

T.  E.  Flarity,  Moderator. 

A  True  Copy.  Attest: 

F.  J.  Piper,  Town  Clerk. 
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Special  Town  Meeting 

IN  MEMORIAL  HALL,  TOWNSEND,  ON  MONDAY 
JUNE  21,  1926,  AT  8  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

Article  1.  .  To  hear  the  report  of  the  housing  committee 
which  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  plans  for  pro- 
viding additional  school  accommodations. 

Article  2.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate, or  borrow  and  appropriate,  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Housing  Committee, 
determine  how  the  same  shall  be  raised,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  from  the  estate  of 
Emma  F.  Josselyn  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  there- 
from to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Christopher 
Gates  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the 
estate  of  Edward  P.  Brown,  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  in- 
come therefrom  to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the 
William  Brown  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the 
estate  of  Albert  G.  Seaver  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income 
therefrom  to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Albert  G. 
Seaver  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Frederick  J.  Piper, 
Adney  W.  Gray, 
Oscar  B.  Mudgett, 
Selectmen  of  Townsend. 

June  12,  1926. 

TOWNSEND,  JUNE  21,  1926. 

Pursuant  to  the  Warrant  a  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held 
on  the  above  date. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Moderator  at  8  o'clock 
p.  m.,  and  the  Warrant  was  read  by  the  town  clerk. 
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Article  1.  C.  A.  Packard,  for  the  housing  committee,  read 
the  following  report: 

The  housing  committee  have  had  a  number  of  meetings  since 
our  report  at  the  annual  town  meeting  in  March  of  1926. 

The  committee  have  met  with  Mr.  Haynes  of  Haynes  & 
Mason  several  times.  A  new  building  has  been  talked  of  to  some 
extent,  but  to  get  what  is  really  necessary  he  said  would  cost  about 
$75,000.00  and  such  a  building  would  be  only  for  the  High  School, 
keeping  the  present  building  for  the  grades.  The  majority  of  the 
committee  feel  that  it  will  cost  more  than  the  town  can  really 
afford  with  other  things  which  the  town  may  be  called  upon  to 
take  action  on  in  the  near  future. 

An  addition  to  the  present  school  building  seems  to  be  the 
only  way  to  solve  our  problem  at  the  present  time  and  with  the 
expenditure  of  the  least  amount  of  money.  The  first  arrange- 
ment was  to  put  on  the  addition  of  four  rooms  and  Laboratory  and 
Domestic  Art  in  the  basement  rooms,  which  would  be  in  the  new 
part,  then  change  two  small  rooms  in  present  building,  also  chang- 
ing windows  to  give  more  light  and  change  all  of  the  heating 
system,  all  of  the  work  complete  to  cost  $38,000.00,  but  upon 
inquiry  by  members  of  the  committee  we  were  informed  by  Mr. 
Waddell  that  all  work  done  in  present  building  must  be  paid  for 
by  taxation  in  year  work  was  done,  while  the  new  part  the  town 
could  borrow,  or  the  town  could  get  a  Special  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  borrow  the  full  amount.  After  obtaining  this  informa- 
tion, the  committee  went  over  the  work  again  with  Mr.  Haynes 
and  found  by  not  making  any  changes  in  the  present  building 
only  what  the  State  Police  require  (which  is  putting  in  corridors 
and  making  new  exit  in  wing  of  present  building),  the  work 
complete  can  be  done  for  $26,000.00  and  spending  only  $2,000.00 
in  present  building. 

The  heating  system  would  remain  as  at  present  in  the  present 
building  and  putting  in  steam  to  take  care  of  the  new  part  and 
arranging  so  that  when  the  present  hot  air  system  gives  out,  the 
steam  system  can  be  extended  to  take  care  of  every  thing  now 
covered  by  hot  air. 
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The  committee  recommend  that  t 
ture  of  $26,000.00  be  brought  before 
Tow  nsend  to  decide  what  shall  be  don 

Signed: 

Charles  A.  Packard, 
Hattie  M.  Davis, 
Galen  A.  Proctor, 
Richard  S.  Ely, 
RoswELL  A.  Lancey. 


he  last  plan  or  the  expendi- 
the  voters  of  the  Town  of 


LiLLA  A.  Seaver, 
Fred'ck.  Prevost, 
Sherman  Goodwin, 
M.  E.  Proctor, 


The  Finance  Committee  made  the  following  report: 
Because  of  the  large  amount  of  money  involved,  the  finance 
committee  do  not  consider  it  expedient  to  act  on  this  matter  at 
a  special  town  meeting. 

Therefore,  while  we  appreciate  the  thoughtful  attention  which 
the  school  housing  committee  have  given  to  this  problem,  we 
recommend  that  action  be  deferred  until  an  annual  town  meeting. 

Frank  H.  Ormsby,  Chairman, 
Charlotte  A.  Russell,  Secretary , 
Frank  N.  Boutelle, 
George  L.  Whitcomb. 

Finance  Committee. 


Voted  not  to  accept  the  report  and  recommendations  of  the 
finance  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  to  defer  action  until  the  next  annual 
town  meeting.    The  motion  was  lost. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  housing  committee. 

Article  2.  Charles  A.  Packard  presented  the  following 
motion : 

That  there  be  raised  and  appropriated  the  sum  of  $26,000.00 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  hous- 
ing committee,  $24,000.00  of  which  shall  be  for  an  addition  to 
the  Center  School  and  for  the  original  equipping  and  furnishing 
of  same,  such  addition  to  increase  the  floor  space;  and  42,000.00 
for  necessary  repairs  to  the  old  building;  and  that  to  meet  said 
appropriation,  there  be  raised  in  the  tax  levy  of  the  current  year 
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the  sum  of  $3,000.00  and  the  treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
$23,000.00  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  of  the  town  therefor,  said 
bonds  or  notes  to  be  payable  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  19  of  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws,  so  that  the  whole 
loan  shall  be  paid  in  not  more  than  twenty  years  from  the  date  of 
issue  of  the  first  bond  or  note,  or  at  such  earlier  dates  as  the  treas- 
urer and  selectmen  may  determine. 

The  Moderator  stated  that  a  two-thirds  vote  was  necessary. 
A  rising  vote  was  taken,  20  voting  in  favor  and  33  against  the 
motion. 

Article  3.  Voted  to  accept  from  the  estate  of  Emma  F. 
Josselyn  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom  to  be 
expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Christopher  Gates  lot  in 
the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Article  4.  Voted  to  accept  from  the  estate  of  Edward  P. 
Brown  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom  to  be 
expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  William  Brown  lot  in  the 
cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Article  5.  Voted  to  accept  from  the  estate  of  Albert  G. 
Seaver  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom  to  be 
expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Albert  G.  Seaver  lot  in 
the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
at  8.55  p.  m. 

T.  E.  Flarity,  Moderator. 

A  True  Copy.  Attest: 

F.  J.  Piper,  Town  Clerk. 
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NOTICE 

All  persons  are  respectfully  requested  to  examine  the  following 
reports  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  and  report  to  the  Town 
Clerk  any  errors  or  omissions  that  may  be  found  therein,  so  that 
the  records  may  be  corrected.  Any  error  in  the  record,  other  than 
a  mistake  in  copying  a  certificate  or  return,  can  be  corrected  only 
in  accordance  with  a  deposition,  under  oath,  made  by  one  who 
was  required  by  law  to  furnish  the  information  for  the  original 
record,  or  by  three  or  more  credible  persons  having  a  knowledge 
of  the  case.    (See  Revised  Laws,  Chapter  29,  Sections  9  and  16.) 

The  Town  Clerk  hereby  gives  notice  that  he  is  prepared  to 
furnish  parents,  householders,  physicians  and  midwives,  apply- 
ing therefor,  with  blanks  for  return  of  births,  as  required  by  law. 

Frederick  J.  Piper, 

Town  Clerk. 
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BIRTHS  Registered  in  Townsend,  1926 

DATE  FULL  NAME  OF  CHILD         NAME  OF  PARENTS 

1  Jan.  24  Stillborn  

2  Jan.  25  Stillborn  

3  Jan.  30  Melvin  Harvey  Pineo  Leon  O.  and  Jessie  M.  Pineo 

4  Feb.  11  Kenneth  Dudley  Keefe  Cornelius  P.  and  Esther  Keefe 

5  Feb.  11  William  Henry  Richardson.  .Octave  H,  and  May  E.  Richardson 

6  Mar.   1  Lucilla  May  Wright  Charles  F.  and  Wilna  M.  Wright 

7  May  16  Robert  Leslie  Liddell  Charles  and  Myrtle  A.  Liddell 

8  May  18  Nancy  Eunice  Peabody  George  E.  and  Mildred  N.  Peabody 

9  June   5  John  Moses  Boucher  Doria  U.  and  Frances  E.  Boucher 

10  June   1  Robert  Francis  Tumber  Edward  W.  and  M5nrtle  N.  Tumber 

11  June  12  Ruth  Elizabeth  Kane  Joseph  W.  and  Mary  Kane 

12  Aug.   9  Jean  Elizabeth  Connor  Charles  A.  and  Margaret  A,  Connor 

13  Aug.  15  Dorothy  Gladys  Hadley  Elliott  C.  and  Mary  E.  Hadley 

14  Aug.  31  Marie  Angela  Doris  Lagasse .  Thomas  and  Rose  A.  Lagasse 

15  Nov.  19  Merton  Allen  Penniman  Warren  R.  and  Wilfred  R.  Penniman 

16  Dec.    5  Martha  Lucile  Spaulding. .  .  .Richard  L  and  Lillian  G.  Spaulding 

17  Dec.    7  Ralph  Kendall  Johnson  Charles  K.  and  Ethel  M.  Johnson 

18  Dec.  10  Raymond  Oscar  Warren  Harry  O.  and  Lou  F.  Warren 

19  Nov.  16  Arthur  Valcourt,  Jr  Arthur  and  Isabelle  (Shattuck)  Val- 

court 
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MARRIAGES  Registered  in  Townsend,  1926 

DATE  NAMES  RESIDENCE  AGE 

1  Feb.  20   Carlton  L.  Farrar  Townsend   31 

Helen  G.  Higgins  Townsend   28 

2  Mar.  10   Harold  A.  Reeves  Townsend   26 

Ethel  M.  Spofford  Townsend   26 

3  Mar.  20   Stephen  A.  Allen  Townsend   54 

Alice  P.  Gilchrest  Townsend   54 

4  Mar.  22   Charles  H.  Wright  Ashby   53 

Harriet  L.  Patterson  Ashby   42 

5  Apr.  12    Henry  B.  Hathaway  Townsend   65 

Avora  M.  Sawlor  Roxbury   47 

6  Apr.  26   Rudolph  I.  Immonen  Townsend   40 

Ida  W.  Lankinen  Townsend   42 

7  May   1    Gary  S.  Gilchrest  Townsend   60 

Inez  M.  Barry  Townsend   53 

8  May  19   Arthur  Valcourt  Townsend   23 

Isabell  Shattuck  Pepperell   17 

9  June  3   Moses  Duffey  Claremont,  N.  H   52 

Jennie  E.  Pinnette  Claremont,  N.  H   48 

10  June   5   Clarence  L.  Wyman  Townsend   39 

Rose  S.  Noel  Townsend   37 

11  June  19    lanM.  Rusk  Townsend   29 

Elizabeth  K.  Albee  Quincy   22 

12  May  31    Leslie  G.  Boston  Kennebunkport,  Me   35 

Dorothy  C.  Smith  Townsend   30 

13  Aug.   3    Elmer  W.  Keever  Newton,  Mass   50 

Elsie  P.  Bishop  Newton,  Mass   42 

14  Sept.  3   George  F.Hale  Townsend   27 

Agnes  E.  Waitt  Townsend   21 

15  Sept.  16    Robert  Welton  Corinth,  Vt   27 

Ruth  Foster  Townsend   29 

16  Oct.    3    Harry  E.  Merrill  Townsend   40 

Gladys  L.  Felch  Townsend   24 

17  Oct.  14    Roger  L.Burke  Townsend   22 

Mary  G.  O'Brien  Townsend   23 

18  Nov.  25   Robert  A.  Hager  Fitchburg   19 

Evelyn  B.  Clarke  Fitchburg   17 
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DEATHS  Registered  in  Townsend,  1926 

AGE 


DATE 

NAME 

Y 

M 

D 

PLACE  OF  BURIAL 

1 

Jan.  24 

Stillborn  

Townsend 

2 

Jan.  25 

Stillborn  

Townsend 

3 

Jan.  7 

Mary  E.  Taylor  

80 

4 

11 

Townsend 

4 

Jan.  10 

Mary  J.  Vinton  

.  89 

6 

4 

Townsend 

5 

Mar.  8 

Annie  L.  Andrews 

69 

10 

8 

Shirley 

6 

Mar.  15 

Michael  Leppanen  

56 

8 

3 

Townsend 

7 

Mar.  17 

Helen  M.  Warner  

81 

10 

3 

Townsend 

8 

Mar.  20 

James  H.  Bennett  

77 

8 

15 

Everett 

9 

Mar.  21 

Ellen  E.  Sanborn  

82 

7 

3 

Ware,  N.  H. 

10 

Mar.  25 

Nora  M.  Wright  

46 

10 

23 

Townsend 

11 

Mar.  28 

Albert  G.  Seaver  

74 

3 

9 

Townsend 

12 

Apr.  6 

Lizzie  A.  Warren  

69 

3 

13 

New  Ipswich,  N.  H. 

13 

Apr.  8 

Wellington  I.  Whitlock. . 

..71 

4 

Townsend 

14 

Apr.  23 

42 

4 

19 

Townsend 

15 

May  22 

John  H.  Clarke  

82 

2 

3 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

16 

June  11 

Mattie  M.  Woodward. , , 

54 

1 

29 

Newton,  Mass. 

17 

June  27 

73 

8 

21 

Townsend 

18 

June  24 

Frank  A.  Greenleaf  

77 

1 

3 

Townsend 

19 

June  21 

Mahlon  Chute  

72 

10 

6 

Townsend 

20 

July  16 

Augusta  O.  Felt  

91 

28 

Milford,  Mass. 

21 

July  21 

86 

5 

2 

Townsend 

22 

Aug.  6 

Lois  E.  Vose  

81 

6 

Ashbumham,  Mass. 

23 

Aug.  19 

Hilda  Jason  :  

23 

1 

21 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

24 

Aug.  20 

84 

8 

29 

Townsend 

25 

Aug.  28 

62 

3 

23 

Townsend 

26 

Sept.  23 

Jane  L.  Jennerson  

93 

4 

14 

Townsend 

27 

Sept.  4 

Annie  J.  Chute  

71 

Townsend 

28 

Oct.  15 

55 

Leominster,  Mass! 

29 

Oct.  3 

Walter  E.  Williams 

58 

11 

10 

Townsend 

30 

Nov.  13 

John  A.  Arlin  

67 

Townsend 

31 

Nov.  19 

53 

7 

3 

Townsend 

32 

Dec.  15 

Martha  A.  Wyman , , 

,  64 

4 

5 

Townsend 

33 

Dec.  29 

35 

8 

Townsend 

34 

Dec.  8 

Anna  M.  Barber  

48 

Townsend 

35 

Dec.  26 

Helen  Blanchard  

84 

Townsend 
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Bodies  firought  to  Town  for  Burial,  1926 


NAME  RESIDENCE 

1  January  Harriet  A.  Adams  Winchester 

2  January  Eveline  A.  Stacy  Pepperell 

3  January  Melora  H.  E.  Scales  Pepperell 

4  January  Fred  Landry   Boston 

5  February  Maria  R.  Tuttle  Waltham 

6  April  Sallie  B.  Barrett  Worcester 

7  April  Alice  Gerry  Lawrence 

8  April  Ella  M.  Saunders  New  York 

9  May  Martha  J.  Brown  Gardner 

10  June  Benjamin  D.  Burgess  Tilton 

11  July  Lucy  F.  Kilbourn  Pepperell 

12  July  Mary  A.  Batchelder  Berlin 

13  July  S.  W.  Bowker  Fitchburg 

14  October  Arthur  F.  Smith  Alton  Bay 


TOWN  CLERK  S  REPORT 
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Report  of  Dog  Licenses 

169  Male  Dogs  at  $2.00  each  $338.00 

25  Female  Dogs  at  $5.00  each  125 .00 

31  Spayed  Female  Dogs  at  $2.00  each  62.00 


225  Total  Number  of  Dogs  $525 . 00 

Clerk's  Fees  45 . 00 


Paid  County  Treasurer  $480 . 00 

Hunters'  Licenses 

158  Resident  Citizens  sporting  at        $2.25  each  $355.00 

5  Resident  Citizens  trapping  at           .75  each  11 .25 

13  Minor  trapping  at                          .50  each  9.75 

7  Duplicate  Licenses  at                     .50  each  3 . 50 


183  $379.50 

Clerk's  Fee,  176  licenses  44.00 

Paid  Fish  and  Game  Commission  $335  . 50 
*  No  fee  for  duplicates 


F.  J.  Piper,  Town  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  ENGINEER 


OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Board  oj  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen: — I  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1926: 

Total  number  of  calls,  55,  as  follows: 
35  Chimney  fires 
12  Brush  and  Grass  fires 
8  Fires  in  buildings  from  other  causes 

Value  of  property  endangered  $146,100.00 
Loss  on  property  4,635.00 
Insurance  paid  2,885.00 

The  number  of  calls  the  past  year  is  within  one  of  the  record 
of  1925,  the  number  of  chimney  fires  has  increased,  this  can 
easily  be  cut  down  if  all  property  owners  will  see  to  it  that  their 
smoke  pipes  are  properly  cleaned  at  least  twice  a  year. 

Townsend  is  lagging  behind  all  other  towns  in  this  vicinity 
in  regard  to  modern  equipment,  what  the  town  needs  is  a  motor 
driven  pump,  with  such  a  piece  of  apparatus  there  would  be  no 
waiting  for  horses  and  the  getting  up  of  steam. 

With  such  a  piece  of  apparatus  all  parts  of  the  town  would 
receive  protection,  the  outskirts  as  well  as  the  villages. 

The  firS(t  few  minutes  are  what  counts  at  a  fire,  while  the 
teamsters  here  in  town  do  most  excellent  service  and  respond 
remarkably  quick,  there  is  a  delay  which  is  unavoidable,  particu- 
larly at  night,  with  a  motor  this  delay  would  be  eliminated. 

I  most  certainly  hope  that  the  town  will  see  its  way  clear  to 
provide  such  a  piece  of  apparatus,  let  us  not  wait  until  we  have  a 
big  fire  which  might  easily  destroy  property  many  times  greater 
than  the  cost  of  such  equipment. 


CHIEF  ENGINEER  S  REPORT 
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The  following  is  the  roster  of  the  department: 
BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS 
F.  J.  Piper,  Chief 
R.  G.  Fessenden,  Clerk  and  Treasurer 

C.  W.  Mead  O.  B.  Mudgett  R.  A.  Keefe 

J.  W.  Livingston  G.  M.  Streeter 

SQUANICOOK  STEAMER  COMPANY  NO.  1 

M.  R.  Colby,  Foreman 

J.  W.  French,  First  Assistant  Foreman 

W.  F.  Arlin,  Second  Assistant  Foreman 

S.  H.  Gilson,  Clerk 

J.  W.  French,  Treasurer 

C.  A.  Wright  W.  F.  Leonard  H.  A.  Wilson 

J.  W.  Livingston  N.  L.  Wood  G.  A.  Wilson 

H.  C.  Felch  J.  R.  Arlin  L.S.Marshall 
W.  J.  Domina 


ECLIPSE  STEAMER  COMPANY  NO.  2 

D.  B.  Ormsby,  Foreman 

F.  A.  Patch,  First  Assistant  Foreman 

G.  S.  Shepherd,  Second  Assistant  Foreman 
G.  M.  Streeter,  Clerk 

G.  S.  Shepherd,  Treasurer 


Charles  Hodgman 
R.  D.  Rusk 
F.  P.  Farnsworth 
George  Wyman 


Robert  Mallows 
L  M.  Rusk 
W.  E.  Elliott 


Lawrence  Welch 
Amos  Jowdrey 
David  Berard 
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HARBOR  HOSE  COMPANY 

R.  A.  Keefe,  Foreman 

L.  S.  Josselyn,  Assistant  Foreman 

Charles  Neil  C.  A.  Conner  Lawrence  Harlow 


Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  J.  Piper,  Chief  Fire  Department 


REPORT  OF  THE  WORK  DONE  BY  THE 
MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  EXTEN- 
SION SERVICE 

IN  THE  TOWN  OF  TOWNSEND,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1926 


An  appropriation  of  $250.00  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  support  of  the  Middlesex  County  Extension  Service,  through 
the  County  Board  of  Trustees  for  County  Aid  to  Agriculture. 
The  following  is  an  account  of  the  work  done  by  this  organization 
in  Townsend  for  the  year  1926. 

In  agriculture  the  work  emphasized  during  the  year  was 
poultry,  the  growing  of  better  roughage  crops,  and  forestry.  Two 
poultry  meetings  were  held  at  which  time  specialists  from  the 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  were  brought  in  to  discuss 
the  growing  of  healthy  chicks.  Soils  were  tested  for  lime  require- 
ments, and  information  furnished  on  the  seeding  of  alfalfa.  Talks 
were  given  before  the  school  children  on  the  subject  of  fruit  grow- 
ing, and  twenty-four  farm  visits  were  made  to  those  requesting 
such  service. 

For  those  interested  in  homemaking  a  series  of  lessons  on  the 
making  of  children's  clothing  was  given  to  a  local  leader,  in  order 
that  this  information  could  be  passed  on  to  those  especially  de- 
siring it.  Another  meeting  was  held  at  which  instruction  in 
millinery  was  given. 

Until  last  fall  practically  no  boys  and  girls  club  work  has 
been  carried  on.  This  was  due  to  certain  local  conditions  which 
have  now  been  changed,  and  the  fall  of  1926  saw  a  good  enroll- 
ment in  practically  every  district  in  this  branch  of  the  Service. 

A  series  of  seven  motion  picture  shows  were  given  to  a  total 
attendance  of  2,026. 
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In  addition  to  local  meetings  held,  several  county-wide  meet- 
ings were  conducted  such  as  the  county  picnic  at  the  Market 
Garden  Field  Station,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Extension  Ser- 
vice at  Waltham,  and  sectional  meetings  of  fruit  growers  and  poul- 
trymen.   These  were  attended  by  many  Townsend  people. 

Lyman  A.  Cook,  Director. 


CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS' 
REPORT 


ANNUAL  CARE 
Due  Jan.  1,  1926  $138.90 
Charged  individuals  285 . 95 


  $424.85 

Cash  received  244.20 

Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927  $180.65 

FOUNDATION  ACCOUNT 
Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1926  $15.00 
Charged  individuals  58 . 00 

  $73.00 

Cash  received  73.00 


GRADING  ACCOUNT 
Due  Jan.  1,  1926  $25.00 
Charged  individuals  160.65 


$185.65 


Cash  received  105 . 65 


Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927  $80.00 

CEMETERY  LOTS  SOLD 
Lots  sold  $48 . 00 

Cash  received  28 . 00 


Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927  $20.00 

OPENING  GRAVES 
Due  Jan.  1,  1926  $28.00 
Charged  individuals  1 72 . 00 

  $200.00 


Cash  received  $145 . 00 


Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927 


$55.00 
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GRAVES  FILLED 

Due  Jan.  1,  1926  $10.00 
Charged  individuals  4 . 50 


  $14.50 

Cash  received  '  1 1 . 00 


Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927  $3.50 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1926  $34. 75 

Charged  individuals  5 . 60 

  $40.35 

Cash  received  10.35 


Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927  $30.00 

Total  cash  received  $617.20 

Total  balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927  $369. 15 

Trust  Funds  received  during  the  year  $1,200.00 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS 

Perpetual  care,  Townsend  Center  $20,435.00 

Perpetual  care,  West  Townsend  3,625 . 00 

Tucker  Fund  500.00 

Floral  Fund  100.00 

Annice  M.  Gilson,  Memorial  Fund  150.00 


$24,810.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 
F.  J.  Piper, 
E.  G.  Wilson, 
A.  K.  Tyler, 

Cemetery  Commissioners. 


REPORT  OF  SEALER 
OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Townsend: 

GEN^1LEME^^^: — The  following  is  the  report  of  Sealer  for  the 
year  ending  Nov.  30,  1926: 


Platform  scales,  over  5000  lbs. 

5 

Platform  scales,  under  5000  lbs. 

20 

Counter  scales 

13 

Beam  scales 

2 

Spring  balances 

11 

Computing  scales 

11 

Weig'hts  (avoirdupois) 

153 

Liquid  measures 

76 

Oil  pumps 

4 

Yarid  measures 

5 

Gasoline  pumps 

25 

Gasoline  pump  stops 

141 

Kerosene  pumps 

5 

Kerosene  pump  stops 

13 

Total,  484 

Sealing  fees,  collected 

$41.01 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ralph  T.  Kilbourn,  Sealer  oj  Weights 

and  Measures. 

REPORT  OF  ASSESSORS 


Appropriation  of  annual  town  meeting  $73,955 . 77 
Appropriation  of  special  meeting,  May  1  st  1 , 630 . 00 
State  Assessments: 


State  tax 

4,440.00 

State  highway  tax 

1,303.00 

County  tax 

3,602.07 

Tax  under  Chapter  501,  Acts  of  1924 

62.24 

Overlay 

447.50 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 

Income  tax 

$5,934.15 

Corporation  tax 

4,807 . 24 

Bank  tax 

1,493.30 

Licenses 

115.00 

Moth 

200.00 

General  government 

1,100.00 

Protection  person  and  property 

100.00 

Health  and  sanitation 

50.00 

Charities 

700.00 

Soldiers'  benefits 

350.00 

Schools 

6,400.31 

Libraries 

100.00 

Cemeteries 

400.00 

Interest  on  deposits 

150.00 

Interest  on  taxes 

475.00 

Free  cash  from  treasury  (voted) 

4,000.00 

$85,440.18 


$26,375.00 


Amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation 


$59,065.18 


assessors'  report 
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Committed  to  Collector: 

Poll  commitment  $1,232 . 00 

Property  commitment  57,833.18 

Moth  assessment  199.30 

December  assessment  2 . 00 


Total  committed  to  Collector  $59,266.48 

Value  of  personal  property  $383,470.00 
Value  of  real  estate  1,628,014.00 


Total  valuation  $2,011,484.00 
Rate  of  taxation  $28.75  per  $1000.00 

Property  exempted  by  Law  $35,488 . 00 

Number  of  horses  assessed  197 

Number  of  cows  assessed  271 

Number  of  neat  cattle  assessed  52 

Number  of  swine  assessed  186 

Number  of  fowls  assessed  9,652 

Number  of  houses  assessed  567 

Number  of  acres  of  land  assessed  20,492 


ABATEMENTS 


Philomene  and  Albert  Beaudette 

$18.00 

Alvin  H.  King 

1.88 

Matti  Salo 

4.38 

Milton  Wheeler 

1.88 

Riga  P.  Townsend 

10.00 

Philomene  and  Albert  Beaudette 

19.58 

Kouvi  Maki 

4.05 

Margaret  Woods 

5.75 

J.  F.  and  0.  D.  Fessenden 

35.84 

Alfred  S.  Green 

5.75 
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Arthur  E.  Burtt  2 . 25 

Arthur  E.  Burtt  35.10 

Arthur  E.  Burtt  7. 19 

Roy  E.Mills  29.70 

Louis  F.  Walker  6.75 


Signed, 

John  E.  Donovan, 
George  H.  Tenney, 
Irving  A.  Seaver, 

Assessors. 


TOWN  BY-LAWS 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

ARTICLE  I— Town  Meetings 

Section  L  The  annual  town  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  in  March  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  The  financial  year  of  the  town,  for  all  departments 
of  the  town,  shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January,  and  end 
on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  of  each  year. 

Sec.  3.  The  annual  report  of  the  town  officers  shall  be  dis- 
tributed, by  mail  or  otherwise,  to  each  resident  voter  and  tax 
payer,  at  least  one  week  before  each  annual  meeting. 

Sec.  4.  No  action  shall  be  had  at  any  town  meeting  on  the 
report  of  any  committee  previously  chosen,  unless  the  subject- 
matter  shall  be  specified  in  the  warrant  calling  such  meeting. 

Sec.  5.  The  Town  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  complete  set  of 
books  wherein  shall  be  entered  the  amount  of  each  specific  appro- 
priation and  the  orders  that  have  been  drawn  against  it;  shall, 
when  any  appropriation  has  been  wholly  expended,  immediately 
make  a  report  of  the  fact  to  the  Selectmen  and  the  head  of  the 
department  under  whose  direction  the  work  for  which  the  appro- 
priation was  made  is  carried  on;  at  the  close  of  each  order  day, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  he  shall  send  to  the  Selectmen 
and  the  head  of  the  department  having  the  disbursement  of  the 
appropriation  a  statement  of  the  balance  remaining  subject  to 
draft;  he  shall,  in  his  annual  report,  give  a  detailed  statement  of 
all  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  past  financial 
year,  giving  the  amount  of  each  specific  appropriation,  showing 
to  whom  P;aid,  the  amount  and  object  of  the  expenditures  there- 
from, the  receipts  from  each  source  of  income,  the  charge,  if  any, 
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in  the  town  debt,  and  shall  include  a  list  of  all  debts  incurred  and 
not  paid  up  to  and  including  December  31  each  year,  showing  to 
whom  due,  for  what  due,  and  the  amounts.  Said  statements 
shall  be  arranged,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  conform  to  the  schedule 
of  the  Division  of  the  Municipal  Statistics  of  the  Bureau  of  Sta- 
tistics, of  the  Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE  11— Streets 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  pasture  any  cattle,  or  other 
animals,  with  or  without  a  keeper,  in  any  street  of  the  town. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  tie  or  fasten  any  horse,  cattle  or 
team  to  any  of  the  trees  planted  or  reserved  for  shade  or  ornament 
in  any  public  highways,  streets,  or  public  lands  in  the  town  or  to 
any  structure  put  up  for  the  protection  of  such  trees;  or,  except 
for  necessary  repairs,  drive  into  such  trees  or  structures  any  nails, 
spikes,  or  hooks,  or  staple  or  affix  signboards  thereto. 

Sec.  3.  No  owner  or  person  for  the  time  having  the  care  or 
use  of  any  horse  or  other  beast  of  burden,  shall  ride,  drive  or  per- 
mit the  same  to  go  at  a  faster  rate  than  10  miles  an  hour  in  any 
streets  of  public  highway  of  the  town,  except  in  case  of  sickness, 
death,  accident  or  fire. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  place  or  cause  to  be  placed  in  any 
public  street  or  way  of  the  town  any  rubbish,  ashes  or  garbage, 
except  for  the  purpose  of  immediate  removal  therefrom. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  make  any  marks  or  post  any  bills 
upon  any  wall,  fence,  post,  bridge  or  other  structure  within  the 
limits  of  any  street  or  public  highway  in  said  town,  without  hav- 
ing first  obtained  permission  in  writing  from  the  Selectmen. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  shall  make  any  bonfire  in  any  of  the 
streets,  public  highways  or  public  lands  or  commons  of  the  town. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  shall  coast,  course  or  slide  down,  in  or 
along  any  of  the  sidewalks,  streets' or  public  ways  of  the  town, 
except  at  such  places  and  under  such  restrictions  and  regulations 
as  the  Selectmen  shall  first  designate  and  specify  in  writing. 
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Sec.  8.  No  person  shall  play  at  ball,  or  throw  ball,  stones, 
sticks  or  other  missiles  within  any  of  the  streets  or  public  ways  of 
the  town;  or  do  the  same  in  any  of  the  public  grounds  of  the  town 
without  permission  of  the  Selectmen  first  obtained  in  writing, 
but  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  of  the  grounds  connected 
with  any  of  the  school  buildings  of  said  town. 

Sec.  9.  No  person  shall  fire  or  discharge  any  gun,  pistol  or 
firearms,  or  set  fire  to  any  material  known  as  fireworks,  or  throw 
any  such  lighted  fireworks,  in,  into  or  across  any  of  the  public 
streets,  public  highways  or  sidewalks  of  the  town. 

Sec.  10.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  sections  of  this  article  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  $20  for  each  and  every  offense,  to  be  recovered  by 
complaint  before  any  trial  justice  or  district  court  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  having  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Selectmen,  Constables, 
and  Police  Officers  to  prosecute,  and  any  person  injured  may 
prosecute  any  violations  of  any  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this 
article,  by  complaint  as  hereinbefore  mentioned;  providing,  how- 
ever, that  all  prosecutions  shall  be  commenced  within  one  month 
from  the  date  of  such  violation. 

Sec.  12.  All  penalties  recovered  from  violation  of  any  of  the 
preceding  sections  of  this  article  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  town,  to  be  applied  to  such  as  the  town  from  time  to  time  shall 
direct. 

ARTICLE  III 

Section  1.  The  Selectmen  may  license  suitable  persons  as 
junk-collectors,  to  collect,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  junk,  old 
metals,  and  second-hand  articles  from  place  to  place  in  the  town, 
and  they  may  provide  that  such  collectors  shall  display  badges 
upon  their  persons,  or  upon  their  vehicles,  or  upon  both,  when 
engaged  in  collecting,  transporting  or  dealing  in  junk,  old  metals, 
or  second-hand  articles;  and  may  prescribe  the  design  thereof. 
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They  may  also  provide  that  all  articles  of  merchandise  therein 
and  any  place,  vehicle  or  receptacle  used  for  the  collection  or 
keeping  of  the  articles  aforesaid,  may  be  examined  at  all  times  by 
the  Selectmen  or  by  any  person  by  them  authorized  to  make  such 
examination.  < 

ARTICLE  IV 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  a  Finance  Committee  for  the 
town,  to  which  shall  be  referred  all  articles  in  any  warrant  hereafter 
issued  for  a  town  meeting.  The  Selectmen,  after  drawing  a  war- 
rant for  a  town  meeting,  shall  immediately  forward  a  copy  there- 
of to  each  member  of  the  said  committee,  which  shall  consider  all 
articles  in  the  warrant  and  make  such  report,  in  print  or  other- 
wise, to  the  town  meeting  as  it  deems  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
town.  The  said  committee  shall  consist  of  five  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  provided  in  the  following  section. 

Sec.  2.  The  moderator  of  the  town  meeting  when  this  by- 
law is  adopted,  shall,  within  30  days  after  such  by-law  becomes 
effective,  appoint  from  the  citizens  of  the  town  one  person  whose 
term  of  office  shall  expire  at  the  adjournment  of  the  first  annual 
meeting  following  the  time  when  this  law  becomes  effective;  two 
whose  term  of  office  shall  expire  at  the  adjournment  of  the  second 
annual  meeting  following  the  time  when  this  by-law  becomes 
effective;  two  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire  at  the  adjournment 
of  the  third  annual  meeting  following  the  time  when  this  by-law 
becomes  effective.  Annually  thereafter  the  moderator  presiding 
at  the  close  of  an  annual  town  meeting  shall,  within  30  days,  ap- 
point the  one  or  two  members,  as  the  case  may  be,  whose  term  of 
office  shall  expire  at  the  close  of  the  third  annual  meeting  after 
their  appointment.  Said  committee  shall  choose  its  own  officers, 
and  shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  secretary,  serve  without  pay . 

Sec.  3.  Whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  in  said  committee,  said 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  said  committee  by  the  appointment  of  a 
person  to  serve  until  the  close  of  the  next  annual  town  meeting, 
when  the  moderator  thereof  shall  appoint,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  original  appointment,  a  successor  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term 
of  the  person  whose  office  has  been  vacated. 
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Were  it  not  for  the  large  amount  of  uncollected  taxes  the 
financial  condition  of  the  town  would  be  excellent,  nearly  all 
departments  showing  a  credit  balance. 

The  large  amount  due  for  taxes  is  a  serious  condition,  one 
that  must  be  overcome  if  the  tax  rate  is  to  be  maintained  at  any 
where  near  the  present  figure. 

If  all  taxes  were  paid  as  they  should  be  within  the  year  in 
which  they  are  assessed,  a  very  substantial  reduction  in  the  tax 
rate  would  result. 

As  stated  in  our  last  year's  report,  for  every  thousand  dollars 
out  in  taxes  the  tax  rate  will  be  increased  fifty  cents. 

Highways:  During  the  past  year  as  in  previous  years  the 
town  has  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  State  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  highways,  the  state  putting  in  an  equal  amount  with 
the  town. 

The  condition  of  our  roads  show  that  good  results  are  being 
obtained,  we  most  certainly  advise  a  continuance  of  this  plan. 

The  selectmen  have  several  times  been  in  consultation  with 
the  state  and  county  officials  in  regard  to  improving  the  Brookline 
Road,  the  plan  being  to  work  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  91 
to  the  General  Laws,  whereby  the  state  and  county  put  in  like 
amounts  with  the  town  to  carry  on  the  work.  At  this  writing  both 
the  state  and  county  have  verbally  agreed  to  enter  into  such  an 
arrangement. 

We  think  this  matter  should  receive  the  careful  attention  of 
the  voters,  if  we  do  not  enter  into  such  an  arrangement  the  town 
will  have  to  appropriate  a  large  sum  for  the  repairs  of  this  end  of 
Brookline  Street  which  is  in  very  bad  condition. 

Bridges:  The  coming  season  the  bridge  at  Townsend 
Harbor  will  have  to  be  replanked  and  new  stringers  put  in. 

The  Hildreth  bridge  partially  replanked. 
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The  Hoyt  bridge  replanked  and  additional  stringers  put  in. 

The  time  will  soon  come  when  the  Hildreth  and  Hoyt  bridges 
will  have  to  be  replaced  with  concrete  construction. 

Sidewalks:  During  the  past  year  approximately  1000  feet 
of  sidewalk  has  been  put  in  the  abutters  paying  half  of  the  ex- 
pense, this  is  a  great  improvement  to  the  town,  we  would  advise  a 
continuance  of  this  plan  providing  the  abutters  will  come  forward 
and  do  their  part. 


ANNUAL  BUDGET 

Recommendations  for  the  year  1927,  with  the  amounts 
expended  in  1926,  for  comparison. 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Expended 
1926 

Recommended 
1927 

Moderator 

$5.00 

$5.00 

Selectmen's  salaries 

450.00 

450.00 

Selectmen's  expense 

239.94 

250.00 

Auditors 

75.00 

75.00 

Treasurer's  salary 

450.00 

600.00 

Treasurer's  expense  (including  bond) 

118.62 

135.00 

Collector's  salary 

250.00 

500.00 

Collector's  expense  (including  bond) 

150.72 

125.00 

Assessors'  salaries 

308.00 

320.00 

Assessors'  expense 

143.53 

145.00 

Law  Department: 

Retaining  Fee  Services 

70.25 

100.00 

Town  Clerk's  salary 

100.00 

100.00 

Town  Clerk's  expense  (including  bond) 

30.52 

35.00 

Certifying  Town  notes 

10.00 

20.00 

Election  and  registration 

165.00 

120.00 

Memorial  Hall,  general  account 

1,524.63 

1,700.00 

Memorial  Hall,  special  repairs 

355.69 

300.00 

selectmen's  report 
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rolice 

loUU . UU 

buppression 

59.96 

2UU . UU 

Firemen's  salaries 

856.00 

856.00 

Fire  Department  expense 

680.78 

800.00 

Sealer  Weights  and  Measures 

83.03 

100.00 

Moth  suppression 

1,120.98 

1,121.61 

Tree  Warden 

123.25 

125.00 

Forest  fires 

279.38 

300.00 

Other  protection  (bounties) 

10.00 

20.00 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health 

$222.03 

$200.00 

Vital  Statistics 

9.50 

20.00 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Animals 

202.47 

300.00 

Fessenden  Sewer 

40.00 

40.00 

HIGHWAYS 

State  Account,  highway,  maintenance 

$13,241.70 

$6,600.00 

Bridges  and  village  streets 

448.45 

800 . 00 

Street  lighting 

2,122.00 

2,129.52 

Snow  removal 

1,851.40 

800.00 

CHARITIES 

Town  Home 

$3,576.10 

$3,500.00 

Outside  relief 

2,965.06 

3  000  00 

Overseers'  salaries 

150.00 

150.00 

Overseers'  expenses 

51.06 

75.00 

SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 

State  aid 

$192.00 

$192.00 

Soldiers'  relief 

50.00 

Schools 


SCHOOLS 

$36,446.07  $37,750.00 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Public  Library  (less  dog  tax) 

$1,170.00 

$1,214.30 

RFrRFATTON 

Parks 

$190.92 

$150.00 

Band  concerts 

500.00 

500.00 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Printing  Town  Reports 

$433 . 70 

$400.00 

Memorial  Day 

150.00 

150.00 

Employees'  Compensation  Insurance 

245 . 73 

250.00 

Middlesex  County  Extension  Service 

250.00 

250.00 

Soldiers'  graves 

125.00 

125.00 

Miscellaneous 

69.91 

75.00 

Reserve  Fund 

330.03 

CEMETERIES 

General  care 

$625.00 

$625.00 

INTEREST  AND  TOWN  DEBT 

Interest 

$1,189.49 

$1,200.00 

Maturing  debt 

2,620.00 

1,895.00 

AMOUNTS  REQUIRED  FOR  INSURANCE  FOR  THE 

SEVERAL  DEPARTMENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1927 

Memorial  Hall 

$325.00 

Furniture  in  hall 

53.82 

Piano 

20.70 

Library 

44.30 

Steamer  at  Centre 

37.60 

Balances,  Weights  and  Measures 

65.60 

Town  storage  and  contents 

2.18 

Town  Farm 

32.34 

School  building  at  Centre 

302.30 
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Contents  building  at  Centre  85  . 50 

New  School  Building  at  Centre  100 . 00 

Treasurer's  bond  22 . 40 

Compensation  250 . 00 

Engine  house  at  Centre  55 . 20 

School  barges  8.61 


Total  $1,405.55 
INSURANCE  ON  TOWN  PROPERTY 


Memorial  Hall 

$30,000.00 

Furniture  in  hall 

1,300.00 

Piano 

500.00 

Scenery  and  stage  curtain 

300.00 

Law  Library 

150.00 

Town  Library 

4,850.00 

Library  furniture 

150.00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

Engine  house  at  Centre 

$3,000.00 

Contents 

4,000.00 

Engine  house  at  West  Townsend 

1,200.00 

Contents 

1,500.00 

Engine  house  at  Townsend  Harbor 

400.00 

Town  storage 

$150.00 

Road  tools 

150.00 

Hearse  house 

500.00 

Balances,  weights  and  measures 

2,000.00 

TOWN  FARM 

House  $1,600.00 

Furniture  200.00 

Barn  1,000.00 


$37,250.00 


$10,100.00 


$2,800.00 
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Hay,  grain,  vehicles,  etc.  400.00 
Horses  116.00 
Cows  184.00 
Cottage       ,  400.00 

 $3,900.00 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

School  building  at  Centre  $30,000 . 00 

Contents  3,000.00 

New  building  4,000.00 

School  building  at  West  Townsend  6,000 . 00 

Contents  300 . 00 

School  building  at  the  Harbor  2,000 . 00 

Contents  100.00 

School  barges  300 . 00 


$45,700.00 


Total,  January  1,  1927  $99,750.00 


LIST  OF  JURORS 


As  Revised  by  the  Selectmen,  July,  1926 


Name 

Occupation 

Residence 

Clark,  George  G. 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Copeland,  Robert  A. 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Colby,  Mark  R. 

Sawyer 

Townsend 

Gilchrist,  George  A. 

Farmer 

Townsend 

Greer,  Willard  A. 

Mechanic 

Townsend 

Hartford,  George  H. 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Hill,  Hugh  J. 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Hurley,  Leslie  E. 

Poultry 

Townsend 

Johnson,  J.  Sanfred 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Lancey,  Roswell  A. 

Machinist 

Townsend 

MacMaster,  William  A. 

Painter 

Townsend 

Marshall,  Erving  K. 

Painter 

Townsend 

Marshall,  Leon  S. 

Painter 

Townsend 
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Misner,  Ralph  A. 
Miller,  Henry  J. 
O'Brien,  John  E. 
Proctor,  Galen  A. 
Powell,  George  T. 
Rusk,  Ian  M. 
Sherwin,  Clarence  W 
SpofFord,  Herbert  L. 
Tenney,  George  F. 
Tenney,  George  H. 
Thatcher,  Hugh  R. 
Wilson,  Edgar  F. 
Wood,  Nilo  L. 
Wright,  Harry  P. 


Cooper 

Townsend 

Carpenter 

Townsend 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Farmer 

Townsend  Harbor 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Bookkeeper 

West  Townsend 

Carpenter 

West  Townsend 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Clerk 

Townsend 

Manufacturer 

West  Townsend 

Machinist 

Townsend 

Cooper 

West  Townsend 

Cooper 

Townsend 

Millwright 

Townsend  Harbor 

Frederick  J.  Piper 
Adney  W.  Gray 


Oscar  B.  Mudgett 

Selectmen  oj  Townsend 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEER  OF  POOR 


To  the  Citizens  of  Townsend: 

The  Board  of  Charity  herewith  submits  its  annual  report. 

When  it  is  stated  that  the  sum  of  $3500  has  been  spent  for 
care  and  support  of  four  or  five  elderly  people,  the  voters  will 
bear  in  mind  that  overhead  expenses  are  large  whether  the  num- 
ber of  inmates  be  many  or  few  and  until  such  time  as  the  voters 
decide  on  other  means  of  providing  for  its  dependents,  the  Over- 
seers can  do  nothing  but  approve  bills  for  payment. 

Twice  within  a  period  of  eighteen  months  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  change  management  at  the  Home;  these  changes  bring 
about  added  expense. 

It  was  deemed  advisable,  this  winter  to  use  coal,  conditions 
seemed  to  warrant  its  use  and  we  believe  it  will  be  an  advantage 
to  burn  coal  in  the  future. 

Early  in  the  year,  notices  were  received  from  a  nearby  city 
of  aid  being  rendered  two  families  formerly  of  this  town,  but 
who,  in  1920  were  dropped  because  of  five  year  absence;  since 
that  time,  a  flaw  in  the  law  governing  such  cases  had  been  de- 
tected and  like  the  proverbial  penny,  they  came  back;  in  the 
meantime  legislation  affecting  these  cases,  had  been  enacted  and 
became  operative  July  30,  1926,  so  that  we  trust  the  law  is  now 
binding;  these  families  had  cost  the  town  $334.36. 

Matters  were  moving  along  smoothly,  few  calls  for  aid  and 
only  one  hospital  case  and  there  were  visions  of  a  large  balance 
being  returned  when  there  came  a  batch  of  hospital  bills,  totaling 
$322.71,  all,  with  one  exception,  for  1925,  the  exception  being  a 
bill  dated  Feb.  3,  1919.  Some  of  these  bills  are  for  people  whom 
we  believe  amply  able  to  pay  them  and  it  is  expected  they  will 
be  settled  without  further  notice;  two  bills,  amounting  to  $93.50 
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have  been  paid  but  there  still  remain  unpaid  bills  to  the  amount 
of  $165.35  for  which  sum  we  now  ask. 

By  special  appropriation  the  department  received  $1400 
with  which  to  shingle  and  paint  the  Town  Home  buildings;  the 
work  has  been  done  at  a  cost  of  $1394.86. 

OUTSIDE  RELIEF 

During  the  year  35  persons  have  been  aided  by  Outside 
Relief.  Three  children  are  under  care  of  State  Department  of 
Pubhc  Welfare;  there  is  one  patient  at  Rutland  Sanitarium  and 
there  was  one  State  case. 

A  patient  died  at  Worcester  State  Hospital  and  the  body 
was  brought  to  Townsend  for  burial. 

Total  expenditures  were  about  $3000  and  reimbursements 
from  all  sources  were  $215.47.    See  Treasurer's  report  for  items. 

TOWN  HOME 

There  are  now  five  inmates  at  the  Town  Home;  during  the 
year  one  died  and  one  was  admitted. 

Expenditures  were  about  $3500  and  total  receipts  were  $561.06 
— Cost  per  inmate,  per  week,  $12.15.  See  Treasurer's  report  for 
items. 

In  April  the  Monday  Club  presented  to  the  Home  a  large 
comfortable,  willow  rocker  which  was  much  appreciated  and 
enjoyed. 

During  the  Christmas  holidays,  the  West  Townsend  friends 
followed  their  usual  custom  of  visiting  the  Home  and  furnishing 
music  and  entertainment  as  well  as  distributing  goodies,  and  on 
another  day  a  large  gathering  of  the  Girl  Scouts  carried  cheer 
and  sunshine  as  well  as  plants  which  have  since  blossomed. 

To  all  the  friends  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  pleas- 
ure of  these  lonely  people,  the  Overseers  extend  thanks  and 
appreciation. 
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WORTHY  POOR 

At  close  of  1925  balance  of  Trust  Funds  was  $21 .61 .  During 
the  year  dividends  to  the  amount  of  $28.54  were  received;  making 
a  total  of  $50.15.  Disbursements  for  the  year  were  $50.15.  See 
Treasurer's  report  for  items. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Eliza  M.  Bennett 
Oscar  B.  Mudgett 
Frederick  J.  Piper 

Overseers  of  the  Poor 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  OF  POLICE 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  as  Chief  of  Police 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1926. 

The  criminal  cases  brought  before  the  First  District  Court  of 
Northern  Middlesex  County  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1926,  were  as  follows: 


Total  arrests  15 

Adultery  1 

Violating  Motor  Laws  1 

Vagrancy  4 

Drunkenness  1 

Larceny  8 


Called  to  seven  automobile  accidents. 

Two  automobiles  found  abandoned  and  returned  to  owners. 
Three  arrests  made  by  request  of  out-of-town  officers. 
Transferring  ownership  of  automobiles,  forty-three. 
160  telephone  calls  were  received  by  the  department,  forty  of 
which  were  adjusted  by  telephone. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harry  C.  Felch 

Chief  of  Police 


REPORT  OF 
INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS  AND  MEAT 

Report  of  slaughtering  from  April  to  Dec.  28th,  1926,  at 
slaughter  house  and  farms:   29  hogs,  16  veals,  8  beef. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ernest  G.  Wilson 

Inspector  oj  Meats 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

To  the  Citizens  oj  the  Town  of  Townsend: 

Library  staff :  Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Warren,  librarian;  Mrs.  Hattie 
M.  Davis,  assistant;  Mrs.  Icea  L.  Cowdrey,  substitute  assistant; 
Miss  Alice  V.  Seaver,  custodian  at  West  Townsend. 

LIBRARY  STATISTICS 


Days  open  during  the  year  1 50 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  Hbrary  Dec.  31,  1925  9206 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  294 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift  56 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  binding  magazines  28 

Total  number  of  volumes  added  378 

Number  of  volumes  lost  4 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  hbrary  Dec.  31,  1926  9580 

Number  of  periodicals  lent  663 

Number  of  volumes  lent  in  Townsend  10,001 

Number  of  volumes  sent  to  West  Townsend  3,050 

Number  of  volumes  sent  to  Harbor  school  105 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  13,156 

Average  daily  circulation  87 

Largest  day's  circulation  (Jan.  16)           .  266 

Smallest  day's  circulation  (July  20)  10 

Resident  borrowers  registered  387 

Non-resident  borrowers  registered  70 
Teachers  and  pupils  in  the  public  schools  registered  329 

Total  number  of  borrowers  registered  786 

Average  number  of  volumes  lent  per  borrower  16 


Average  number  of  volumes  lent  per  capita  (population  1987)  6 
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The  following  magazines  have  been  purchased: 


PUBLICATIONS  GIVEN  TO  THE  LIBRARY 


American  Girl,  Girl  Scouts,  Troop  1 
Brai  Brith  Magazine,  publishers 

Child  Welfare  Magazine,  Parent-Teacher  Association 
Dearborn  Independent,  Mr.  Henry  Ford 
Farm  and  Fireside 

Horticulture,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Keene,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Liberty,  Mr.  Paul  Foster 
Living  Tissue 

Nation,  Nation  Publishing  Company 

National  Grange  Monthly,  Mr.  T.  E.  Flarity 

National  Republic 

Our  Dumb  Animals 

Popular  Mechanics,  Country  Club 

Red  Cross  Courier,  Townsend  Branch,  A.  R.  C. 

Specialty  Salesman 

Townsend  Times,  Mr.  A.  L.  Leeman 

Trail  Maker,  Miss  Drucilla  Goodwin 

Tycos 

Woman's  Home  Companion,  Country  Club 
Gifts  of  books  have  been  received  from: 


American  Boy 
American  Magazine 
Antiques 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Delineator 
Harper's  Magazine 
Ladies'  Home  Journal 
Life 


Literary  Digest 

National  Geographic  Magazine 

Nature  Magazine 

Outlook 

Radio  Broadcast 
Reader's  Guide 
Scientific  American 
St.  Nicholas 


World's  Work 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Wood,  Baltimore,  Md.         18  volumes 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  14 
Dr.  A.  J.  Atwood,  executor  of  A.  G.  Seaver  estate  12 
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Bahai  Society 
Mr.  A.  S.  Howard 
Mr.  G.  A.  Kyle,  Boston,  Mass. 
Mr.  L.  G.  Jenks,  San  Diego,  California 
Mr.  C.  B.  Willard 
American  Institute  of  Homeopathy 
American  Society  for  control  of  Cancer 
Beechnut  Packing  Company 
Great  Lakes  Tidewater  Association 
Lowman  and  Hanford  Company,  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington 1 

Total  56 


LIBRARIAN'S  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Receipts 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Homer,  support  of  work  in  West 


Townsend  $35 . 00 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Wood,  for  books  25 . 00 

Parent-Teacher  Association,  refund  on  magazine  .  90 

Country  Club,  refund  on  magazines  33 . 00 

From  fines  during  the  year  ■     62 . 08 


$125.98 

I  have  paid  the  Treasurer  of  the  Town  $125.98. 

From  December  1,  1925  to  the  end  of  the  school  year  I  gave 
120  State  Reading  and  9  Honor  Certificates.  As  each  child  had 
to  read  five  books  on  the  State  list  to  get  one  certificate,  and.  20 
such  books  for  an  Honor  Certificate  it  is  a  good  record. 

The  annual  lessons  on  the  use  of  the  library  have  been  given 
the  pupils  in  the  schools,  we  believe  that  they  are  worth  while. 

Among  the  gifts  to  the  fibrary  those  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood, 
and  the  bequest  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Seaver  are  the  most  notable. 
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Mrs.  Homer  continues  her  financial  support  of  the  library 
work  in  West  Townsend,  books  going  each  week  to  the  schools 
when  in  session  and  every  week  to  the  Reading  Room. 

So  many  have  helped  by  service  and  courtesy  to  the  year's 
success  that  we  cannot  name  them,  but  to  all  such  we  give  our 
hearty  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Evelyn  L.  Warren 

Librarian 

RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  THE  ENSUING  YEAR 


For  librarian's  salary  $400 . 00 

For  assistant's  salary  60 . 00 

For  books  350.00 

For  periodicals  60.00 

For  insurance  44 . 30 

For  printing,  binding,  supplies  and  all  other  incidentals  300 . 00 


$1,214.30 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carl  B.  Willard 
E\  ELYN  L.  Warren 
Robert  G.  Fessenden 
Board  oj  Trustees 


List  of  Books  Added  to  the  Townsend 
Public  Library,  1926 


REFERENCE 


New  International  Year  Book,  1925. 
Reader's  Guide  to  periodical  literature,  1925. 
Home,  Charles  F.  (ed.)  Source  Records  of  the  Great 


(These  books  were  purchased  with  a  part  of  the  Wel- 
come Home  Fund.) 


Atlantic  Monthly,  vols.  134,  135  and  136;  July  1924  to  De- 
cember 1925. 

Harper's  Magazine,  vols.  148,  149  and  150;  June,  1924  to 
December,  1925. 

National  Geographic  Magazine,  vols.  46,  47  and  48;  July, 
1924  to  December,  1925. 

Outlook,  vols.  137,  138,  139,  140  and  141;  May,  1924  to 
December,  1925. 

Popular  Mechanics,  vols,  42,  43  and  44;  July,  1924  to  Decem- 
ber, 1925. 

Review  of  Reviews,  vols.  70  and  71 ;  July  1924  to  July  1925. 
Scientific  American,  vols,  131,  132  and  133;  July,  1924  to 

December,  1925. 
World's  Work,  vols.  48,  49  and  50;  May,  1924  to  December, 

1925. 


War.  7  vols. 


R-909.1 


GENERAL  WORKS 


PHILOSOPHY 


Hillyer 
Mudge 


Durant 


Story  of  philosophy  109 
Reluctantly  told  132 
Psychology  of  early  adolescence  150 
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RELIGION 


Brown 

Where  do  you  live  ? 

204 

Rhibany 

Seven  days  with  God 

204 

Barton 

Book  nobody  knows 

220 

Fosdick 

Twelve  tests  of  character 

240 

Archibald 

Modern  Sunday-school 

268 

Van  Ness 

Religion  of  New  England 

270 

Wilmot-Buxton 

Story  of  the  Crusades 

270 

Remey 

Peace  of  the  world 

Remey 

Bahai  revelation  and  recon- 

struction 

289 

Remey 

Study  of  the  Bahai  teachings 

289 

Browne 

This  believing  world 

290 

SOCIOLOGY 

Davis 

Selective  immigration 

325 

Manual  of  the  U.  S. 

For  the  information  of  immi- 

grants and  foreigners 

325 

Abbott 

Soldiers  of  the  sea 

359 

Handbook  of  American  prisons, 

1926 

365 

A  /f  I 

Mead 

Good  manners  tor  children 

395 

NATURAL  SCIENCE 

Gregory 

Discovery  of  the  spirit  and  ser- 

vice of  science 

500 

Nutting 

Clock  book 

529 

Chamberlain  (ed.) 

Chemistry  in  agriculture 

540 

Future  independence 

and  progress  of  Am.  medicine  in  the 

age  of  science 

540 

Lefebure 

Riddle  of  the  Rhine 

540 

Palmer 

Chemical  foundation 

540 

Slosson 

Creative  cliemistry 

540 

Farrell 

What  price  progress 

540 

Beebe 

A  ret  ur  us  adventure 

567 
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USEFUL  ARTS 


Dorsey 

Wiggam 
McCann 

American  society  for 

Villers 

Peattie 

Phillips 

Seal 

Holland 

Ritter 


Thompson 

Northend 
Knudson 


Why  we  behave  like  human 

beings 
Fruit  of  the  family  tree 
Science  of  keeping  young 
the  control  of  cancer 

Whaling  in  the  frozen  South 
Cargoes  and  harvests 
Hooked  rugs  and  how  to  make 

them 

Furnishing  the  little  house 
Historic  ships 

Transportation  economics  of 
the  Great  lakes — St.  Law- 
rence ship  channel 

Short  history  of  American  rail- 
ways 

American  glass 

Gift  and  art  shop  merchandis- 
ing 


612 
612 
614 
616 
639 
640 

645 
645 
656 


656 

656 
666 

658 


Seal 

Lockwood 
Elson  (ed.) 


Barrymore,  John 
Marlowe,  Julia 


FINE  ARTS 

House  of  Simplicity  728 
Antiques  749 
University  Musical  Encyclo- 
pedia.   12  vols.  780 
(Bequest  to  the  Library  under 
the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  G. 
Seaver) 

Confessions  of  an  actor  792 
Her  life  and  work  by  Charles 

Edward  Russell  792 


Boeckel 
Copeland 


LITERATURE 

Through  the  gateway  vol.  1  808 
Copeland  reader  808 
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Revell 

Funny  side  out 

808 

Bush,  Arthur 

Sonnets  of  seriousness 

821 

Mathews 

Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in 

verse 

821 

Repplier  (comp.) 

Book  of  famous  verse 

821 

Mantle,  Burns 

(ed.) 

oesx  piays  oi  ivz^— zo 

899 
oZZ 

Mantle,  Burns 

(ed.) 

Best  plays  of  1925-26 

822 

Bardwell 

Adventure  of  old  age 

S9A 
OZ^ 

Patri 

What  have  you  got  to  give? 

824 

Leacock 

Winnowed  wisdom 

827 

HISTORY 

World  War 

Dearborn 

American  Homeopathy  in  the 

World  War 

909 

LaBranche 

American  battery  in  France 

909 

Seymour 

Intimate   papers   of  Colonel 

"House  2  vols. 

909 

Synge 

Book  of  discovery 

910 

BIOGRAPHY 

Colman  Seventy  years  of  White  House 

gossip  920 

Howe  Causes  and  their  champions  920 

Smith  Americans  all  920 

Grocery   clerks   who  became 

successful  920 

Adams,  Abigail  and  her  times  by  Laura  E.  Richards  921 

Briggs,  LeBaron  Russell  Dean  Briggs  by  Rollo  W.  Brown  921 
Gamy),  Walter                 Father  of  American  footbnll 

by  Harford  Povvel,  Jr.  921 

Canfield,  Flavia  Camp      Around  the  world  at  eighty  921 

Christmas,  Mary  by  Mary  E.  Chase  921 

Crane,  W.  Murray  by  Solomon  Bulkley  Griffin  921 
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D.u  wiii.  ( ^.li.ii  lcs  K.  Darwin  by  (lamnlici  liradford  921 

I  .dil),  I  l.ilidc  Memoirs  ()(■  921 
l'"a>,  Mrs.  I  Ji/.a  Original  letters  from  India  921 
Gandhi,  Maliatma  In  K.W.Gray  921 
Gordon,  George  A n^icr     M\ cducalion  and  religion  921 

II  ill,  James  Jerome  Life  of  J.  J.  I  I  ill  by  J(jse]:)h  (iil- 

pin  Pyle  921 
Jenks,  Louise  In  his  serviee  by  L.  M.  Jenks  921 
Lawrenee,  William  Memoirs  of  a  liai:>i)y  liie  921 
Lodge,  Henry  Cabot  Memorial  addresses  921 
Pasteur,  Louis  Life  of  by  Rene  Vallery-Radot  921 
Quiek,  Herbert  One  man's  life.  An  autobi- 
ography 921 
Robinson,  Josephine  DeMott  Circus  lady  921 
Roosevelt,  Theodore        Americanization  of.  Compiled 

by  Herman  Hagedorn  921 

Sugimoto,  Etsu  Inagaki    Daughter  of  the  Samurai  921 
Washington,  George         Human  being  and  the  hero  by 

Rupert  Hughes  921 

Washington,  George        by  Horace  E.  Scudder  921 
Washington,  George         Image  of  the  man  by  W.  E. 

Woodward  921 
Wendell,  Barrett  and  his  letters  by  M.  A.  De- 
Wolfe  Howe  921 
Nutting  Ireland  beautiful  941 . 5 
Carrick  Collector's  luck  in  England  942 
Bolitho  Italy  under  Mussolini  945 
Roosevelt,  T.  &  R.          East  of  the  sun  and  west  of  the 

moon  950 

Goffrey  Immigrant  in  Japan  952 

Rhinehart  Nomad's  land  960 

Ossendowski  Fire  of  desert  folk  964 

Beer  Mauve  decade  973 

Sullivan  Our  times  97S 

Nutting  Maine  beautiful  974.1 

Harrington  Walks  and  climbs  in  the  White 

Mountains  974.2 
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Nutting 

New  Hampshire  beautiful 

974.2 

Nutting,  Helen  C. 

To  Monadnock 

974.2 

Nutting 

Massachusetts  beautiful 

974.4 

Kyle 

Eighteen  fifties  and  the  Boston 

Five  Cent  Savings  Bank 

974.4 

Nutting 

Connecticut  beautiful 

974.6 

Wright,  M.  0. 

My  New  York 

974.7 

Nutting 

Pennsylvania  beautiful 

974.8 

Norris 

Annapolis,   It's   colonial  and 

naval  story 

975 

Parkman 

LaSalle  and  the  discovery  of 

the  great  west 

975 

Raine 

T^flnd  of  sflddlf-bflf^s 

975 

Cooper 

High   country,    the  Rockies 

yesterday  and  today 

9/5 

Mills 

Wild  life  in  the  Rockies 

978 

Stefansson 

Hunters  of  the  great  North 

998 

FICTION 

Abbott,  Jane 

Juliet  is  twenty 

Adams,  Herbert 

Crooked  lip 

Adams,  Samuel  H. 

Revelry 

Aldrich 

The  Cutters 

Bailey- 

Blue  window 

Baker 

Adventures  in  understanding 

Barrington 

Exquisite  Perdita 

Bassett 

Floodtide 

Beach 

Padlocked 

Best   short   stories   of  1926 

(O'Brien  ed.) 

Biggers 

Chinese  parrot 

Bindloss 

Pine  creek  ranch 

Bojer 

Emigrants 

Brown,  Alice 

Mysteries  of  Ann 

Buchan 

Dancing  floor 

Byrne 

Hangman's  house 

Chambers 

Man  they  hanged 
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iviurcier  oi  rvoger  rvcKroyc 

Craik 

John  Halifax,  gentleman 

Crofts 

Inspector    French's  greatest 

case 

Curwood 

Black  hunter 

Deland 

The  Kays 

Dell 

Man  under  authority 

Diver 

Coombe  St.  Mary's 

Dorrance 

Long  arm  of  the  mounted 

Erskine 

Private  life  of  Helen  of  Troy 

Ertz 

Afternoon 

Ferber 

Show  boat 

Fisher 

Her  son's  wife 

Fletcher 

Kang-He  vase 

Fljetcher 

Root  of  all  evil 

Forbes 

Divine  lady 

Gale 

Preface  to  a  life 

Galsworthy 

Silver  spoon 

Gibbs,  A.  Hamilton 

Labels 

Gibbs,  J.  P. 

Portia  marries 

Gibbs,  Philip 

Unchanging  quest 

Gilbreath 

If  today  have  no  tomorrow 

Grey 

Vanishing  American 

Grierson 

Limping  man 

Harris 

Flapper  Ann 

Hough 

54-40  or  fight 

Hughes 

Old  home  town 

Jameson 

Three  kingdoms 

Johnston 

Great  Valley 

Knibbs 

Sungazers 

Kyne 

Understanding  heart 

Lewis 

Mantrap 

Lincoln 

Big  Mogul 

Locke 

Perella 

Mackay 

Blencarrow 

Marshall 

Allbrights 

Marshall 

Mote  house  mystery 
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Martin,  Helen  R. 

Ye  that  judge 

Montgomery,  L.  M. 

Blue  castle 

Montgomery,  L.  M. 

Emily  climbs 

Mukerji 

Secret  listeners  of  the  East 

Norris,  K. 

Black  Flemmings 

Norris,  K. 

Little  ships 

Oemler 

Shepherds 

Oppenheim 

Golden  beast 

Oppenheim 

Prodigals  of  Monte  Carlo 

Oppenheim 

Stolen  idols 

Pedler 

Tomorrow's  tangle 

Philpotts 

Jig-saw 

Raine 

Bonanza 

Rees 

Unquenchable  flame 

Richmond 

Cherry  Square 

Ruck 

Kneel  to  the  prettiest 

Sabatini 

Bellarion 

Santmyer 

Herbs  and  apples 

Seawell 

Virginia  cavalier 

Sinclair,  B.  M. 

Black  thunder 

Sinclair,  B.  M. 

Meadow  Lark  basin 

Sinclair,  B.  W. 

Wild  West 

Singmaster 

Keller's  Ann  Ruth 

Stockton 

Adventurers  of  Captain  Horn 

Tarkington 

Women 

Terhune 

Lad:  a  dog 

Thayer,  Lee 

Poison 

Thompson 

Hounds  of  spring 

Train 

Blind  goddess 

Train 

Hermit  of  Turkey  hollow 

Train 

Page  Mr.  Tutt 

Treynor 

Long  patrol 

TurnbuU 

Left  lady 

Walpole 

Harmer  John 

Walpole 

Portrait  of  a  man  with  red  hair 

Wasson 

Big  house 

Wells,  Caroline 

Bronze  hand 
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Wells,  H.  G. 

World  of  William  Clissold 

Books  1  &  2       ,  . 

Wharton 

Here  and  beyond 

Widdemer 

Charis  sees  it  through 

Widdemer 

Gallant  lady 

White,  S.  E'. 

Skookum  Chuck 

White,  W.  P. 

Buster 

Whitechurch 

Bishop  out  of  residence 

Williams,  B.  A. 

Silver  forest 

Wilson,  H.  L. 

Cousin  Jane 

r^Q  Tn1"P>ri  rr>r»m 
i  ctlJ.il/CiJ.  lUUlll 

Wren 

Beau  Sabreur 

Wynne 

Double  thirteen 

Children's  Department 

j  Adams,  K. 

Toto  and  the  gift 

f  Barbour 

Last  play 

j  Bassett 

Green  Dolphin 

j  Burton 

Treasure  hunters  of  Bob's  hill 

j  Chrisman 

Shen  of  the  sea 

j  Curtis 

Little  maid  of  Monmouth 

j  GoUomb 

Working  through  at  Lincoln  high 

j  GoUomb 

Tuning  in  at  Lincoln  high 

j  Gordy 

Stories  of  early  American  history 

j  Heyliger  . 

Dorset's  twister 

j  Heyliger 

Spirit  of  the  leader 

j  Hemming 

Living  forest 

j  Hoyt 

Prairie  treasure 

j  Lofting 

Doctors  Dolittle's  caravan 

j  Loomis 

Bascom  chest 

j  Lynde 

Cruise  of  the  Cuttlefish 

j  McNeil 

Daniel  Du  Luth 

j  McNeil 

Tonty  of  the  iron  hand 

j  Marryat 

Masterman  Ready 

j  Meigs 

Master  Simon's  garden 
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j  Perkins  American  twins  of  the  Revolution 

j  Phillips  Little  friend  Lydia 

j  Pier  Boys  of  St.  Timothy's 

j  Pier  Friends  and  rivals 

j  Pierson  Among  the  farmyard  people 

j  Price  Blue  magic 

j  Price  Silver  Shoal  light 

j  Schultz  Questers  of  the  desert 

j  Schultz  William  Jackson,  Indian  scout 

j  Seaman  Bluebonnet  bend 

j  Walker  What  happened  in  the  Ark 

j  Wallace  Troop  One  of  the  Labrador 

j  Wallace  Way  to  Burning  mountain 


NON-FICTION 


Carrick 
Mabie  (ed.) 

Tappan 

Hawksworth 

Rush 

Plimpton 
Teasdale  (ed.) 
Putnam 
Alehouse 
Henderson 

Hickson 

Pumpelly 

Gireson 

McDonald 

Wilmot-Buxton 

Mitton 

McDonald 


Picture  folk-tales  j  398 
Legends  every   child  should 

know  j  398 

Golden  goose  j  398.4 

Adventure  of  a  grain  of  sand  j  504 
Modern   aladdins   and  their 

magic  j  609 

Your  work  shop  j  621 

Rainbow  gold  j  821 . 8 

David  goes  voyaging  j  910 

Heroes  of  the  nations  j  920 
Jungle  roads  and  other  trails 

of  Roosevelt  j  921 
Great     captain.    Sir  Walter 

Raleigh  j  921 
Travels    and    adventures  of 

Raphael  Pumpelly  j  921 

Scotland  and  Ireland  j  941 

Donald  in  Scotland  j  941 

England  and  Wales  j  942 

London  and  Paris  j  942 . 1 

Fritz  in  Germany  j  943 
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McDonald 

Collctte  in  France 

j  944 

Finnemore 

Italy  and  Greece 

j  945 

McDonald 

Rafeal  in  Italy 

j  945 

Browne 

Spain  and  Portugal 

j  946 

McDonald  ' 

Josefa  in  Spain 

j  946 

McDonald 

Boris  in  Russia 

i  947 

Mockler- Ferryman 

Norway  and  Denmark 

j  948.1 

Liddle 

Sweden  and  Finland 

j  948.5 

McDonald 

Gerda  in  Sweden 

j  948.5 

DeGroot 

When  I  was  a  girl  in  Holland 

i  949.2 

Johnston 

China  and  Japan 

j  951 

McDonald 

Chandra  in  India 

j  954 

Kelley 

Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land 

j  962 

McDonald 

Hassan  in  Egypt 

j  962 

Bealby 

Canada  and  Newfoundland 

j  971 

McDonald 

Betty  in  Canada 

j  971 

McDonald 

Manuel  in  Mexico 

i  972 

Rolt-Wheeler 

Colonial  ways  and  wars 

j  973 

Hill 

On  the  trail  of  Grant  and  Lee 

j  973.7 

Tee-Van 

Red  howling  monkey 

j  980 

Fox 

Australia  and  New  Zealand 

j  994 

GENERAL  WORKS 

St.  Nicholas  vol.  52-part  2 

vol.  53-parts  1  and  2 

May  1924  to  December  1925 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT  1926-1927 


COMMITTEE 


Charles  A.  Packard,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Melora  Proctor,  Secretary 
Dr.  Richard  S.  Ely 


Term  expires  1929 
Term  expires  1928 
Term  expires  1927 


Regular  Meeting:    High  School,  8:00  p.  m. — first  Monday  of 

each  month. 

Superintendent,  William  H.  Millington 

Office  Hours:  High  School,  3:00  to  4:00  p.  m.,  Mondays  and  Fridays 
Home,  7:00  to  8:00  p.  m.,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 

Supervisor  of  Music,  Alice  Wilder — Ashby 

Supervisor  of  Drawing,  Dorothy  B.  Mitchell — Providence, 


School  Physician,  Dr.  H.  B.  Boynton — West  Townsend 
School  Nurse,  Mrs.  Nina  M.  Estabrook — Fitchburg 
Attendance  Officer,  Henry  Hathaway 


Clarence  Wyman,  Center       Charles  Hodgman,  West  Townsend 
Minnie  L.  Knight,  Townsend  Harbor 

Storm  Signal:  Three  blasts  of  the  whistle,  once  repeated. 
6:45  A.  M.,  at  West,  and  6:47  at  Center  and  Harbor,  no  school  for 
the  day.  11:30,  one  session,  all  schools.  12:30,  no  afternoon 
session. 


R.  I. 


JANITORS 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR  FOR  1926-1927 

Fall  term  began  Sept.  7.   Ended  Dec.  23,  1926 — 16  weeks. 

Winter  term  began  Jan.  3.    Ends  Feb.  25,  1927 — 8  weeks. 

Spring  term  begins  Mar.  7.   Ends  April  29,  1927 — 8  weeks. 

Summer  term  begins  May  9. 

Grades  I-VI  close  June  17,  1927 — 6  weeks. 

Six-year  High  School  closes  June  29,  1927 — 8  weeks. 

Graduation  of  High  School.   Wednesday  evening  June  29. 

Fall  term  begins,  Sept.  6,  1927.    Ends  Dec.  23,  1927—16  weeks. 

DAILY  SESSIONS 

Center :  8 :45  to  1 1 :55  a.  m.,  and  1 :00  to  3 :00  p.  m. 
West:   8:45  a.  m.  to  12:00  m.,  and  1:00  to  3:05  p.  m. 
Harbor:   8:45  a.  m.  to  12:00  m.,  and  1 :00  to  3:15  p.  m. 


REPORT  OF 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  School  Committee 

Townsendy  Massachusetts 
Gentlemen: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  your  consideration 
and  that  of  the  townspeople,  my  first  report  as  your  Superintendent 
of  Schools. 

For  the  short  time  of  my  service  in  the  town  there  is  naturally 
nothing  spectacular  or  revolutionary  to  report.  Most  of  my  time 
has  been  taken  up  by  attention  to  details,  many  of  a  mechanical 
nature  and  some  of  them  almost  trivial.  These  appeared,  however, 
to  lie  at  the  foundation  of  things  and  needed  immediate  attention. 
A  large  part  of  the  time  has  necessarily  been  occupied  with  clerical 
duties.  With  the  engagement  of  a  part-time  clerk  for  the  new 
year  this  part  of  the  work,  always  one  of  the  most  confining  and 
annoying  which  can  be  imposed  upon  a  superintendent,  may 
be  done  more  efficiently  and  release  me  for  duties  for  which  I  may 
properly  be  held  accountable. 

BUILDINGS 

It  can  be  no  secret  to  the  townspeople  that  considerable 
expenditure  for  school  buildings  is  necessary  if  we  are  to  hold  our 
teachers  responsible  for  results,  yet  I  wonder  sometimes  whether 
the  citizens  are  aware  of  the  conditions  under  which  a  large  part 
of  the  children  are  obliged  to  attend  school. 

The  Harbor  school  is  in  good  shape  except  that  some  ar- 
rangements should  be  made  for  ventilation.  A  few  window  ven- 
tilators will  probably  be  the  best  solution  of  this  problem  and 
may  be  purchased  for  a  few  dollars. 

At  West  Townsend  the  light  in  two  of  the  rooms  came  from 
the  wrong  side.  To  remedy  this,  the  seats  in  these  rooms  have  been 
turned  about  and  blackboards  placed  in  the  front  of  the  first 
grade  room.    It  was  intended  to  have  another  window  placed  in 
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the  latter  room  during  the  Christmas  recess  had  not  the  illness 
of  the  local  carpenter  prevented. 

On  dull  days  the  electric  lights  in  two  rooms  were  not  sufficient, 
so  two  large  enclosed  lights  have  been  installed.  Four  large  lights 
have  been  piit  in  Seminary  Hall,  exits  arranged  so  as  to  conform 
with,  the  state  law,  and  curtains  placed  at  the  windows;  and  dur- 
ing the  Christmas  recess  steam  heat  installed,  so  that  the  pupils 
and  townspeople  may  get  more  benefit  from  the  use  of  the  hall. 
The  stage  curtain,  for  which  a  special  appropriation  was  made  at 
the  last  town  meeting,  is  also  in  place. 

It  is  extremely  unusual  to  find  so  large  and  well-arranged  a 
hall  in  a  four-room  building.  It  was  unsafe  for  use  in  its  former 
condition.  A  very  small  expenditure  for  painting  the  walls  and 
sheathing  the  stage  will  make  this  an  attractive  auditorium  which 
should  be  in  frequent  use  by  the  pupils  and  parents. 

The  little  play  given  by  the  children  just  before  Christmas 
showed  very  well  the  quality  of  the  pupils,  and  the  attendance 
demonstrated  the  interest  of  the  parents.  With  the  hall  properly 
heated,  and  this  can  be  done  without  added  expense  for  fuel,  since 
sufficient  heat  was  being  wasted,  owing  to  the  size  of  the  furnace, 
regular  assemblies  for  the  school  can  be  arranged  and  many  im- 
portant phases  of  our  work,  hitherto  neglected,  may  be  given 
attention. 

The  building  at  the  Center  was  undoubtedly,  when  built, 
adequate  for  the  school  needs  of  that  time.  Indeed,  if  the  present 
generation  will  provide  for  the  children  with  the  same  generosity 
with  which  the  two  preceding  ones  have  done,  we  shall  not  need  to 
complain.  The  various  additions  and  subtractions  of  the  last 
sixty  years,  however,  have  made  of  this  building  a  hodge-podge 
which  is  inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  today  and  probably 
unique  in  the  state.  It  hardly  seems  likely  that  any  reasonable 
person  would  deny  the  necessity  of  better  accommodations  if  he 
were  aware  of  conditions,  some  of  which  are  listed  below.  A  com- 
plete list  would  make  this  report  altogether  too  long. 

The  main  room  and  both  rooms  of  the  wing  lighted  on  three 
sides.  All  building  experts  agree  that  light  should  come  from  one 
side  only.   A  heating  system  which  overheats  part  of  the  building 
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and  refrigerates  the  rest.  Ventilation  which  is  inadequate  and 
must  be  supplemented  by  open  windows,  causing  colds  to  be  very 
common. 

A  room,  about  thirteen  feet  square,  with  one  window  and 
one  door,  in  which  as  many  as  twenty-four  pupils  have  met  in  one 
class  this  year.  This  room  is  over  the  chemical  laboratory,  which 
is  similar  in  size  and  construction.  Gases  from  this  laboratory  can 
escape  only  through  the  window  and  door,  and  if  the  window  or 
door  of  the  upper  room  have  been  opened  the  pupils  and  teacher 
there  have  their  choice  of  possible  asphyxiation  with  them  open 
or  slow  suffocation  with  them  shut.  Both  these  rooms  violate  the 
state  law  as  to  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  the  upper  one  the 
requirement  of  two  exits.  We  are  obliged  to  use  it  every  minute 
of  the  morning  and  for  some  of  the  afternoon  session. 

The  main  room  contains  66  desks.  In  this  room  teachers  all 
day  long  are  trying  to  hold  classes  while  other  pupils  are  attempt- 
ing to  study.  At  times  every  seat  is  occupied.  Any  one  who  has 
attempted  to  teach  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  high  school  pupils 
in  one  class  knows  how  difficult  it  may  be.  Only  experienced 
teachers  can  possibly  keep  quiet  as  many  more,  and  teachers  who 
can  do  so  are  apt  to  inform  a  superintendent  who  attempts  to 
secure  their  services  that  their  qualifications  will  bring  them  else- 
where larger  salary  and  more  comfortable  conditions. 

The  office  of  the  Committee  and  Superintendent  is  63>^  feet 
by  133^  feet,  yet  a  large  part  of  the  walls  must  be  taken  up  with 
shelves  for  books  and  supplies.  With  the  desk  and  other  necessary 
equipment  the  office  is  so  crowded  that  if  two  people  are  inside 
and  another  wishes  to  enter,  one  of  those  already  in  must  depart. 
The  only  provisions  for  heating  is  a  small  electric  heater  which 
if  placed  on  the  desk  burns  the  face  of  the  occupant  and  if  on 
the  floor  endangers  his  clothing.  There  is  no  provision  for  venti- 
lation except  through  the  one  window  and  door.  Evidently,  it 
is  not  intended  that  this  room  should  be  occupied  for  any  large 
part  of  the  school  day;  but  the  designers  apparently  lost  sight  of 
the  fact  that  there  must  be  considerable  use  made  of  it  outside 
of  school  hours. 
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Two  rooms  in  this  building  are  very  inadequately  lighted.  In 
one,  the  windows  are  back  of  the  children,  except  for  one  large  one 
on  one  side.  The  electric  lights  in  these  two  rooms  are  insufficient 
or  improperly  arranged. 

Not  a  single  room  in  this  building  was  properly  provided  with 
shades.  In  the  wing  neither  room  had  any  and  the  main  room  had 
practically  none  on  one  side.  Children  sat  with  the  sun  streaming 
into  their  faces  or  on  the  desk.  Chains  had  been  removed  from  the 
heating  system,  so  that  the  only  way  the  teachers  could  lower  the 
temperature  was  to  open  the  windows.  Apparently  some  one  had 
concluded  that  teachers  could  not  be  trusted  with  the  regulation 
of  the  temperature. 

During  the  Christmas  vacation  the  heating  system  was  over- 
hauled, and  the  chains  replaced;  shades  were  installed  throughout 
the  building;  and  some  additions  made  to  the  lighting.  So  far  as  it 
is  possible  to  tell  at  this  writing,  the  building  can  be  heated  suffic- 
iently and  some  of  the  objectionable  cross-lights  can  be  excluded. 
There  is  no  way  in  which  the  poor  ventilation  and  overcrowding 
can  be  remedied. 

It  is  inconceivable  that  the  people  of  Townsend  are  willing  to 
allow  their  children  to  attend  school  under  present  conditions.  I 
am  aware  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  a  new 
building  or  an  addition  to  the  old  is  the  better  solution,  but  any 
scheme  of  addition  which  does  not  include  a  thorough  overhauling 
and  renewal  of  the  old  building  will  fail.  Many  feel  that  it  is 
impossible  to  so  change  the  present  building  as  to  make  it  conform 
to  present  accepted  standards.  I  hope  that  at  the  next  town  meet- 
ing a  committee  of  unprejudiced  citizens  may  be  appointed  to 
study  the  building  needs  of  the  town,  with  directions  to  report 
their  findings  at  a  special  town  meeting  in  the  near  future.  Such 
a  committee  should  be  provided  with  funds  to  make  it  possible 
to  visit  modern  school  buildings  and  to  consult  with  experts  who 
know  what  should  be  done.  Whatever  plan  is  finally  adopted 
should  provide  for  an  assembly  hall  and  a  gymnasium  and  for 
rooms  for  manual  training  and  home  economics. 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


77 


TEACHERS 

Four  of  the  six  high  school  teachers  are  new  this  fall  and  of 
the  fifteen  teachers  employed  in  all  schools,  six  began  their  service 
with  us  in  September.  Adding  the  supervisors  and  superintendent 
we  have  exactly  one-half  of  the  force  new  this  year.  Eight  have 
had  no  previous  teaching  experience.  If  in  a  large  busi- 
ness one-half  of  the  employees  were  new  each  year  the  directors 
would  not  feel  over-hopeful  of  great  success.  Probably  the 
schools  are  the  only  business  concern  in  any  town  which  could 
long  run  under  such  conditions  with  any  degree  of  success.  Since 
the  term  began  we  have  made  still  another  change,  and  another  is 
in  contemplation.  This  is  not  said  with  any  intention  of  excus- 
ing bad  work,  but  merely  to  show  some  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  those  who  are  directing  the  schools  are  laboring.  The 
reasons  are  not  far  to  seek.  Salaries  paid  to  teachers  beginning 
their  experience  here  compare  very  favorably  with  those  paid 
elsewhere,  but  those  who  have  rendered  faithful  service  for  sev- 
eral years  should  have  their  salaries  increased.  While  we  appar- 
rently  have  a  minimum  salary,  we  have  no  maximum;  conse- 
quently, teachers  will  leave  us  for  a  slight  increase  of  salary. 
In  addition,  the  uncomfortable  surroundings  in  which  they 
must  teach  make  our  salaries  even  less  desirable  than  the  same 
salaries  elsewhere.  A  very  low  salary  schedule  would  be:  Grades: 
minimum,  $1000;  maximum,  .$1300.  High,  $1100  to  $1500.  It 
would  be  an  excellent  idea  if  in  the  High  School,  which  in  our 
our  system  includes  the  Junior  High,  an  experienced  teacher 
were  appointed  Dean  of  Girls.  The  Principal  is  expected  to  be 
the  advisor  and  coach  for  the  boys,  but  we  have  no  one  whose 
specific  duty  it  is  to  fill  the  same  office  for  the  girls.  One  hundred 
dollars  extra  for  this  service  might  save  us  at  times  an  excellent 
teacher. 

I  am  glad  to  state  that  I  have  found  the  teachers  faithful  and 
earnest  in  their  work  and  anxious  to  co-operate  in  every  way  in 
making  our  schools  successful.  That  this  is  not  merely  my  per- 
sonal opinion  is  indicated  by  the  following  letter  which  I  think 
worthy  of  insertion  here. 
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WORCESTER  POLYTECHNIC  INSTITUTE 
Worcester,  Massachusetts 

November  9,  1926 

Principal  Earle  F.  Swett 
Townsend  High  School 
Townsend,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Swett: 

I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  our  Committee  on  Cer- 
tification of  Preparatory  Schools  has  voted  to  renew  the  priv- 
ilege of  your  school  for  three  years,  to  expire  January  1,  1930. 

I  wish  that  you  might  have  better  facilities.  I  feel  that  your 
continuity  of  service  is  a  strong  factor  in  the  preparation  of  can- 
didates for  this  or  any  other  higher  institution.  I  feel  also  that 
you  are  doing  your  work  under  great  difficulties,  and  that  the 
town  should  cooperate  with  you  to  the  extent  of  giving  you  a 
new  high  school  building.  Much  high  school  construction  is  going 
on  in  New  England,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  Townsend  should  lag 
behind.  I  sometimes  wonder  that  the  candidates  from  your  school 
in  recent  years  have  made  such  excellent  records  with  us,  consid- 
ering the  meager  accommodations  in  the  way  of  building,  labor- 
atories, et  cetera. 

With  assurance  of  all  cooperation  on  our  part,  I  am 
Very  truly  yours, 

B.  W.  Coombs 

Chairman 

BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES 

About  the  first  thing  which  impressed  me  upon  assuming  my 
office  was  the  miserable  conditions  under  which  the  teachers  and 
pupils  were  attempting  to  do  their  work.  Some  of  these  condi- 
tions are  of  long  standing  and  will  need  careful  consideration 
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before  they  can  be  properly  corrected;  but  one  which  appeared 
possible  of  immediate  correction  was  the  poor  condition  of  the 
textbooks  and  the  lack  of  some  supplies  and  articles  of  equipment 
ordinarily  found  in  even  smaller  school  systems  than  our  own. 

When  it  is  understood  that  between  January  1  and  October 
1  the  total  expenditures  for  books  was  $34.60  and  for  supplies 
$233.21,  it  might  be  suspected  that  the  books,  at  least,  might  be 
in  need  of  replacement.  In  1925  $432.75  was  spent  for  books  and 
.>664.53  for  supplies.  This  is  low  for  books.  In  three  and  one- 
half  years,  which  is  as  far  back  as  I  have  cared  to  trace  the  matter, 
there  is  no  record  on  the  books  of  the  School  Department  of 
any  expenditure  for  the  school  library.  Science  books  copy- 
righted in  1914,  histories  which  had  been  in  use  in  the  high  school 
since  1920  and  books  in  the  first  grade  which  were  nearly  as  old, 
make  necessary  no  apologies  for  their  replacement  when  it  is 
known  that  the  life  of  a  textbook  is  considered  to  be  ordinarily 
from  three  to  five  years.  There  were  no  textbooks  whatever  in 
spelling,  French  and  General  Science  in  grades  seven  and  eight, 
and  no  language  books  in  grades  five  and  six,  except  desk  copies 
for  the  teachers.   These  have  all  been  supplied. 

Worn-out  and  out-of-date  books  have  been  replaced  by  new, 
supplementary  reading  and  busy  work  in  the  lower  grades  are 
being  bought  as  needed,  and  teachers  have  been  instructed  that 
books  and  material  are  to  be  kept  at  all  times  in  proper  condition. 
There  can  be  no  poorer  investment  by  a  town  than  the  placing  of 
a  dilapidated  book  in  the  hands  of  a  pupil.  If  a  boy  cannot  re- 
spect his  textbook  he  will  respect  nothing  else.  I  found  no  good 
reason  for  such  conditions,  nor  did  they  apparently  reflect  the 
opinion  of  the  voters,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  there  was  suf- 
ficient money  left  from  the  annual  appropriation  to  supply  the 
needed  textbooks  and  correct  to  some  extent  the  deficiencies  of  the 
school  library.  The  superintendent  is,  of  course,  the  one  who  is 
responsible  for  seeing  that  conditions  in  the  schools  are  correct, 
so  far  as  is  possible  with  the  funds  at  his  disposal,  and  for  inform- 
ing the  townspeople,  through  the  School  Committee,  when  they 
are  not. 


80 


TOWN  OF  TOWNSEND 


TRANSPORTATION 

I  believe  that  children  of  any  age  who  live  over  one  and 
one-half  miles  from  school  should  be  furnished  transportation. 
In  the  cases  ,  of  some  small  children  this  might  be  reduced  to  a 
mile.  It  is  worse  for  a  small  child  to  walk  a  mile  over  a  lonely,  rough 
country  road  than  a  mile  and  a  half  over  a  good  road  with  houses  at 
short  distances  apart.  At  the  same  time,  cost  of  transportation  is 
increasing  rapidly.  The  State  law  of  compulsory  insurance  is 
already  influencing  this  item  of  expenditure;  for  while  the  school 
department  cannot  go  into  the  insurance  business,  bus  drivers 
are  naturally  unwilling  to  bear  the  added  expense,  and  look  to 
their  employers  to  assume  it.  The  school  department  is  fre- 
quently requested  to  furnish  transportation  for  children  who 
live  within  the  prescribed  limits.  Parents  who  make  these  re- 
quests should  reflect  that  each  one,  if  granted,  is  liable  to  increase 
transportation  costs  and,  ultimately,  the  tax  rate.  To  carry  one 
more  child  may  seem  a  small  matter;  but  if  one  child  should  be 
carried,  then  others  should.  In  the  case  of  a  sick  or  infirm  child 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  town  has  some  responsibility,  but  this 
does  not  relieve  the  parent  of  his  share.  Any  request  for  special 
privilege  should  be  made  only  after  careful  consideration  of  all 
the  elements  in  the  case  and  the  decision  that  failure  to  grant 
the  request  means  loss  of  education  for  the  child. 


THE  WASHINGTON  TRIP 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  if  the  so-called  benefits  of  the  Wash- 
ington Trip  are  not  far  out-weighed  by  its  evils.  Children  at  the 
age  at  which  this  trip  is  generally  taken  are  not  old  enough  to  gain 
the  benefits  which  might  come  to  them  when  more  mature;  and 
there  are  undoubtedly  grave  dangers  possible  in  such  an  expedi- 
tion, no  matter  how  well  chaperoned  it  may  be.  If  parents  wish 
to  take  their  own  children  anywhere  that  is  their  own  aff"air,  but 
there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  school  authorities  should  assume 
or  have  thrust  upon  them  such  responsibility.   No  matter  under 
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what  guise  such  a  trip  may  be  conducted,  no  group  of  children 
belonging  to  any  school  can  indulge,  together,  in  any  activity, 
whether  during  or  out  of  school  hours,  without  reflecting  for 
either  good  or  evil  upon  their  school. 

Aside  from  this  consideration,  upon  which  there  may  be  a 
difference  of  opinion,  the  financing  of  such  a  trip  lays  a  heavy 
burden  upon  the  time  and  strength  of  the  participants  and  the 
pockets  of  the  townspeople.  Even  if  all  aff'airs  for  raising  money 
are  conducted  entirely  outside  of  school  hours,  learning  and  re- 
hearsing  plays,  food  sales,  and  the  like,  take  time  needed  for 
preparation  of  lessons  or  for  other  forms  of  work  or  recreation^ 
Such  trips  have  not  been  much  in  favor  in  towns  of  this  size 
since  the  World  War. 

When  I  found  that  the  present  Senior  Class  were  planning  ta 
go  to  Washington,  I  was  at  first  in  opposition.  It  soon  developed,, 
however,  that  the  class  had  already  raised  considerable  money  for 
this  purpose.  The  School  Committee  asked  the  Superintendent, 
the  members  of  the  class  and  their  parents  to  meet  with  them 
to  discuss  the  matter.  It  soon  appeared  that  permission  for  the 
trip  had  either  been  assumed  because  of  past  trips  or  granted  by 
some  one.  Such  being  the  case,  there  appeared  to  be  at  least  an 
implied  contract  with  the  class  for  the  carrying  out  of  their  plans. 

As  a  result  of  the  conference  the  following  agreement  was. 
made: 

No  affair  which  uses  either  directly  or  by  implication  the 
name  of  the  school  may  be  held  without  prior  consent  of  the 
School  Committee. 

The  present  Senior  Class  will  be  permitted  to  go  to  Washing- 
ton at  their  own  expense  during  the  spring  vacation,  but  this 
permission  does  not  commit  the  School  Committee  in  any  way 
in  the  case  of  future  classes. 

The  class  officers  shall  present  to  the  School  Committee  for 
their  approval  a  list  of  their  proposed  activities  during  the  school 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  financing  the  Washington  trip.  No  school 
time  shall  be  taken  for  rehearsing  plays  or  for  any  other  matter 
concerned  with  the  trip. 
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The  pupils  must  be  accompanied  by  older  people,  these 
persons  to  be  approved  by  the  School  Committee  and  responsible 
for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  trip. 

I  wish  to  state  here  my  appreciation  of  the  attitude  taken  by 
the  members  of  the  class.  There  was  no  disposition  apparent  to 
flout  the  opinions  of  the  school  authorities  or  do  anything  that 
might  bring  discredit  to  the  school.  They  presented  their  argu- 
ments in  a  logical  manner,  and,  while  naturally  eager  for  the  trip, 
seemed  willing  to  abide  by  whatever  seemed  a  fair  decision.  Since 
the  meeting,  they  have  carried  out  their  part  of  the  contract  in  a 
proper  manner  and  the  townspeople  should  do  everything  to 
make  the  trip  a  success,  whether  this  is  to  be  the  last  one  or  not. 

Seven  parents  were  present  to  represent  the  seventeen  mem- 
bers of  the  class.  If  any  of  the  others  are  not  satisfied  by  the 
action  of  the  Committee,  they  have  only  themselves  to  blame, 
as  the  conference  was  well  advertised  and  open  to  all. 

IMMEDIATE  NEEDS 

The  basement  at  West  Townsend  should  be  finished  by 
completing  the  cement  floor.  Indoor  toilets  should  be  installed, 
the  outside  closets  now  in  use  being  inadequate  and  unsanitary. 
The  well  in  the  basement  could  be  utilized  for  the  toilets. 

With  the  same  appropriation  as  last  year,  the  ordinary  re- 
pairs and  other  expenses  of  running  the  schools  may  be  met,  with 
the  exception  of  increases  for  teacher's  salaries  and  transportation. 
Neither  of  these  can  well  be  cut,  and  both  will  require  more 
money  than  was  spent  last  year. 

IN  CONCLUSION 

It  is  an  axiom  that  one  gets  about  what  he  is  willing  to  pay 
for.  In  general,  things  are  worth  about  what  they  cost.  If  the 
townspeople  wish  their  schools  to  measure  up  to  those  in  other 
places  they  must  be  willing  to  pay  accordingly.  According  to 
the  last  State  Report,  the  average  expenditure  per  pupil  from 
local  taxation  for  support  of  schools  in  towns  in  Group  III,  to 
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which  Townsend  belongs,  was  $71.45;  Townsend  spent  $68.48. 
Of  the  113  towns  in  this  group  Townsend  was  sixty-fifth  in  rank. 

I  give  below  an  itemized  expenditure  per  pupil  in  Townsend 
compared  with  that  for  the  State.  The  figures  for  the  state  are 
for  the  school  year  ending  June  30,  and  for  Townsend  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1926. 


FXPFMOTTT  TR  F 
J— jr  J_-.i  N     1  X  \j  i\  i_. 

STATE 

General  control 

^z,loo,Ul  /  .  16 

<M  AC?  1A 
Jlj)l,Oo  /  .  10 

Cost  per  pupil 

3.24 

4.57 

Salaries : 

supervisors,  rrincipals,  1  eacners 

41,737,920.  75 

OA  1A<  AO 

20,291 .98 

Cost  per  pupil 

01 .  Vo 

oO . 

Textbooks,  stationery,  supplies 

2,762,000 .  lU 

1   A  AO  1A. 

1,442 .  6o 

Cost  per  pupil 

4 .  UO 

1  no 

Operation  of  school  plant : 

Janitor  service  and  fuel 

A  con  ci  A  AZ 
0,oyU,olO .  Oo 

6,626 . 0/ 

Cost  per  pupil 

9 .  75 

A    1  O 

y .  12 

Repairs 

6,2o^,6y0 .  Ui 

A/i  c  on 
040 . oy 

Cost  per  pupil 

A     O  O 

4. 88 

1 . 78 

Libraries 

ol,7oo.70 

00/1     C  /I 

zz4. o4 

Cost  per  pupil 

.05 

/CO 

.  02 

Promotion  of  health 

OCA  f{2Q  ftn 
oOU,OOo  .  oU 

AC\C\  AA 

^UU . uu 

Cost  per  pupil 

1.26 

1.10 

Transportation 

1,506,650.25 

6,521.57 

Cost  per  pupil 

2.24 

17.97 

Miscellaneous 

$974,994.45 

$852.83 

Cost  per  pupil 

1.45 

2.35 

Total  support 

59,894,838.94 

35,850.12 

Cost  per  pupil 

88.91 

98.76 

Total  for  outlay 

14,474,286.77 

948.04 

Cost  per  pupil 

21.49 

2.62 

Total  for  support  and  outlay 

74,369,125.71 

36,798.16 

Cost  per  pupil 

110.40 

101.38 

*Cost  per  pupil  by  average  membership 
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Anyone  who  wishes  to  know  how  Townsend  compares  with 
other  towns  may  do  so  by  studying  the  above  table. 

To  the  School  Committee  for  their  hearty  support,  the  teachers 
for  their  loyal  cooperation  and  the  townspeople  in  general,  for  their 
many  expressions  of  appreciation,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks,  with  the  hope  that  the  future  will  bring  the  greatest  pos- 
sible success  to  our  schools. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  H.  Millington 
Superintendent  oj  Schools 

Townsend,  Massachusetts 
January  5,  1927 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  respectfully  submit  my  third  annual  report  as  Principal  of 
the  Townsend  High  School  for  the  school  year  1926-1927. 

The  High  School  opened  on  September  with  an  enrollment, 
by  classes,  as  follows: 


Seniors 

18 

Juniors 

17 

Sophomores 

24 

Freshmen 

31 

Eighth  Grade 

22 

Seventh  Grade 

24 

Total 

136 

The  members  of  the  faculty  at  this  time  were  the  following: 
Earle  F.  Swett,  Principal,  University  of  New  Hampshire  1916. 
Mrs.  Mabel  Fallon,  University  of  Michigan,  1924. 
Miss  Lillian  Knight,  Middlebury  College,  1924. 
Miss  Hazel  Paine,  Boston  University,  1926. 
Miss  Adelaide  Dodge,  Boston  University,  1926. 
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Miss  Elizabeth  Ingalls,  Tufts  College,  1926. 
Miss  Alice  Wilder,  Boston  University,  1924. 
Miss  Dorothy  Mitchell,  R.  I.  School  of  Education,  1926. 

Miss  Knight  resigned  on  October  sixth  to  accept  a  position 
in  college  and  Miss  Candace  Carstens,  Smith  College  1921,  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  total  enrollment  for  this  year  is  considerably  larger, 
which  naturally  augments  our  overcrowded  condition.  Five 
students  have  entered  from  other  schools  during  the  year  and 
eleven  have  left.  Of  this  number,  who  have  left,  four  have  moved 
out  of  town  and  entered  schools  elsewhere,  one  left  on  account 
of  injuries  received  in  an  accident  and  six  have  taken  outside 
occupations. 

I  have  received  very  favorable  reports  from  all  of  our  grad- 
uates who  are  attending  Colleges  and  Normal  Schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Earle  F.  Swett 

Principal 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 

Upon  taking  charge  of  the  music  I  found  throughout  the 
schools  a  great  lack  of  ability  to  read  music  and  a  weakness  in 
part-singing.  In  high  school,  where  part-singing  is  supposedly  an 
established  fact,  the  tenor  and  basses  are  apt  to  sing  the  soprano 
part  an  octave  below.  In  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  where 
the  technical  elements  of  reading  are  supposedly  well  known, 
there  is  a  large  number  of  pupils  who  can  scarcely  read  music. 
Our  time  here  should  be  on  three-part  music  and  music  apprecia- 
tion. Instead,  considerable  of  our  energy  has  to  be  spent  in  mak- 
ing up  for  this  lack.  This  requires  better  cooperation  in  these 
grades  than  we  have  had,  as  this  work  is  not  so  interesting  to  older 
children  as  chorus  work. 

There  is  little  evidence  of  Music  Appreciation  having  been 
taught  to  any  extent  although  there  is  plenty  of  musical  ability 
in  most  classes. 
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Our  Aims: 

1.  To  insure  a  good  foundational  course  of  reading  in  the 
grades,  so  that  when  the  children  reach  high  school,  reading  will 
be  second  nature  to  them. 

2.  To  stir  up  an  interest  in  the  basses  and  tenors,  to  learn 
their  own  parts. 

3.  To  insure  part-singing  sufficiently  early  in  the  grades  so 
that  in  high  school  cantatas,  operettas,  and  selections  from  light 
opera  can  be  worked  up  in  a  masterful  fashion. 

4.  To  develop  a  good  musical  tone  and  eradicate  monotones. 

Accomplishments: 

The  West  Townsend  school  is  taking  hold  of  the  music  very 
well.  They  use  their  music  in  public  activities  quite  often,  which 
is  a  great  help.  It  is  the  first  and  second  grades,  here,  that  are  the 
problem  at  present.  Into  these  children  it  seems  very  difficult  to 
instill  a  sense  of  tone. 

The  children  at  the  Harbor  present  plenty  of  good  material. 
Although  they  have  had  no  reading,  they  are  beginning  to  take 
hold  of  this  particular  phase.  They  are  quite  excitable  and  not 
especially  accustomed  to  thinking  carefully  about  what  they  are 
supposed  to  do. 

Our  Needs: 

1.  The  seventh  and  eighth  grades  need  a  regular  period  of 
music  study  each  day.  If  they  have  music  but  once  a  week,  they 
come  very  poorly  prepared  to  carry  on  high  school  music,  the  same 
as  if  they  had  had  English  but  once  a  week. 

2.  The  music  in  the  schools,  especially  in  the  grades,  should 
be  considered  as  important  as  any  other  subject.  If  a  child  fails 
to  do  his  work  he  should  expect  to  make  it  up,  the  same  as  with 
other  studies. 

3.  If  this  attitude  toward  music  is  held  up  to  the  children 
through  the  grades,  that  means  seventh  and  eighth  grades  too,  it 
is  quite  likely  that  the  high  school  attitude  will  be  a  more  earnest 
one. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Alice  Wilder 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING 

Formerly,  drawing  was  a  special  subject,  studied  by  a  small 
group  of  people.  Today  it  is  taking  its  place  among  other  import- 
ant studies  as  its  true  worth  becomes  more  and  more  apparent. 
Drawing  is  taught  in  the  grades  from  the  first  through  the  eighth^ 
giving  the  child  a  general  knowledge  of  free  hand  expression. 
Everything  is  taught  under  the  three  heads:  Representation^ 
Design,  and  Construction. 

The  aim  of  Representation  is  to  teach  the  child  to  observe 
things  in  every  day  life  with  which  he  comes  in  direct  contact; 
such  as  birds,  flowers,  and  people.  He  learns  that  people  bend 
forward  when  running,  that  hats  fit  over  the  head  instead  of  just 
on  the  top,  and  that  you  can  see  only  one  eye  when  looking  at  the 
profile.  Children  learn  these  details  easily  and  quickly,  also  how 
to  illustrate  them.  As  for  chairs,  tables,  houses  and  toys,  they 
learn  how  to  construct  them  and  use  their  own  ideas,  with  paper 
for  material.  In  the  grammar  grades  the  study  is  made  interesting 
by  the  use  of  perspective.  The  study  of  flowers  and  birds  accom- 
panies the  study  of  design. 

Color  is  an  important  item  also.  They  learn  what  colors  ga 
well  together  and  which  ones  do  not.  This  may  be  applied  to  their 
clothes  and  the  attractive  decoration  of  the  home.  Construction 
teaches  the  child  to  concentrate,  make  fingers  cooperate  with 
mind  in  following  directions,  and  learn  how  things  are  made.  It 
also  gives  him  a  proud  feeling  of  satisfaction  to  view  the  finished 
product  of  his  own  eff'ort.  By  the  time  the  child  reaches  High 
School  he  is  trained  to  choose  whether  he  has  sufficient  talent  to 
continue  drawing  or  to  drop  the  work  if  he  does  not  desire  to  make 
a  special  study  of  it.  In  the  High  School,  drawing  is  a  continuation 
of  color  study  and  design.  Here,  the  study  of  types  and  periods 
of  furniture  is  taken  up,  also  pencil  and  free  brush  drawings  are 
used  in  Fall  and  Spring,  from  which  all-over  patterns  and  border 
designs  are  made,  then  painted,  after  a  study  of  color  combination. 

All  of  this  gives  the  child  not  only  the  interest  and  joy  of  con- 
structive eff"ort,  but  teaches  him  to  recognize  and  appreciate  the 
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beautiful.  As  a  consequence,  life  becomes  broader  by  the  observa- 
tion and  understanding  of  environment. 

Rest  ectfully  Submitted,  Dorothy  B.  Mitchell 


WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 

We  have  had  the  services  of  a  nurse  for  one  day  per  week, 
under  contract  with  the  Visiting  Nursing  Association  of  Fitchburg. 
At  the  end  of  December  this  nurse  was  withdrawn,  without  pre- 
vious notice,  the  reason  given  being  lack  of  sufficient  nurses  for  the 
work  of  the  Association.  We  have  not  yet  been  able  to  secure  her 
successor.   A  partial  report  of  the  work  of  the  nurse  follows. 


Cen-  Har- 
ter    bor  West  total 


Pupils 

examined, 

244 

23 

78 

345 

Pupils 

found  with  defective  teeth 

83 

14 

48 

145 

,,       ,,           ,,  tonsils 

51 

10 

39 

100 

,,  hearts 

9 

6 

2 

17 

>  > 

, ,      , ,           , ,      thyroid  glands 

3 

0 

0 

3 

posture 

52 

14 

18 

84 

Fifty  five  underweight  children  were  found.  Of  these,  forty 
nine  were  examined  at  a  clinic  held  early  in  the  fall.  The  report 
of  this  clinic,  which  was  conducted  by  the  State  Department  of 


Public  Health,  follows: 

Total  number  of  children  examined  49 

"  contacts        "  2 

"         "     "  children  given  the  tuberculin  test  49 

"          "     "        "     who  reacted  to  the  test  9 

Percentage  of  reactors  18 

Total  number  of  children  X-Rayed  9 
»»     »>         >»         »        ^j^j  diagnosed  as  Hilum 

Tuberculosis  1 

"                    "       and  classified  as  Suspects  3 
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"             "      classified  as  Negative  5 

"  with  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  13 

"  in  need  of  dentistry  21 

' '  with  heart  disease  0 

cases  of  Malnutrition  6 


This  Report  has  reached  us  only  within  the  last  few  days, 
so  that  there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  take  any  action  upon  it. 
As  soon  as  we  have  a  nurse,  we  shall  do  whatever  seems  necessary 
and  possible  in  connection  with  it. 


REPORT  OF  ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 
Gentlemen: 

I  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  as  attendance  officer  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1926: 
Truants,  15;  for  other  causes,  5. 

Regarding  so  many  pupils  being  absent  from  school,  I  find  it 
to  be  fault  of  the  parents,  in  most  cases. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

H.  B.  Hathaway 


STATISTICS 

Year  Ending  December  31,  1926 

Population  of  town.  Census  1925  1,895 

Valuation  of  town,  April  1, 1926  $2,804,017 . 00 

Valuation  of  town,  per  pupil  in  average  membership  7,745 . 00 

Total  Expenditures  for  Schools  36, 798 . 1 6 

Per  pupil  in  average  membership  101 . 38 

Tax  rate  per  $1,  000  of  valuation  28 .  75 
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Year  Ending  June  30,  1926 


Hifrh 
nigu 

Number  difFerejit  pupils  enrolled 

294 

80 

374 

Aggregate  Attendance 

46,883 

13,590 

60,473 

Average  Daily  Attendance 

261 

73 

334 

Average  Membership 

284 

79 

363 

Average  Number  Days  in  Session 

179 

186 

181 

Teachers:  Men 

1 

0 

1 

Women 

6 

8 

14 

Supervisors  (Women) 

2 

School  Census,  October  1,  1926 

Total 

Person  5-7  years  of  age  55 
Persons  7-14  years  of  age  235 
Persons  14-16  years  of  age  50 
Illiterate  Minors  0 


Salaries : 

Supt.  Com.  &  Expenses 

Teachers  &  Supervisors 
Janitors 


Expenditures  Estimated 

1926  for  1927 

$1,657.16  $2,000.00 

20,291.98  20,250.00 

1,788.83  1,600.00 


$23,737. 

.97 

$23,850.00 

Textbooks 

$808 

.85 

$800.00 

Supplies 

633 

.51 

600.00 

Fuel 

1,534 

.84 

2,000.00 

Miscellaneous  Operating 

447 

.28 

400.00 

Repairs,  Including  Harbor  School 

645 

.89 

500.00 

Libraries 

224 

.54 

125.00 

Health 

400 

.00 

500.00 

Transportation 

6,521 

.57 

7,500.00 
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Tuition  42.84  300.00 

Miscellaneous  Sundries  3S1.S3  400 . 00 
New  Equipment,  including  Curtain 

at  West  948.04  300.00 

Other  Payments  (Insurance)  471.00  475.00 


$36,798.16  $37,750.00 

Appropriation  Called  For  $37,750 . 00 

From  State  (Estimated)  8,800 . 00 

From  Local  Taxation  28,950 . 00 


COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES 
TOWNSEND  HIGH  SCHOOL 
MEMORIAL  HALL 
Wednesday,  June  30,  1926 
At  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 


PROGRAM 

Invocation 

Rev.  Joseph  McKean 

Song,  "Now  Let  Every  Tongue  Adore  Thee"  Bacb 
High  School  Chorus 

Salutatory, 

Address  of  Welcome, 

Essay,  "Art,  As  It  Applies  to  Everyday  Life" 
Florence  Higgins 

Essay,  "The  Twelve  Greatest  Things  in  Human  Life" 
Ralph  Hay  ward 
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Songs,  "The  Volga  Boatmen" 

**The  British  Grenadiers" 

Boys'  Glee  Club 

Essay,  "Modern  Education" 

Rose  Mattson 

Essay,  "Theodore  Roosevelt — the  American' 
Charles  Jodrey 

Violin  Solo,  "Stabat  Mater" 

Miss  Mildred  Maus 

Essay,  "Leisure — For  What?" 

Edna  Landry 

Songs,  "Spring  Song" 

"Now  is  the  Month  of  Maying" 
Girls'  Glee  Club 


Russian  Folksong 
English  Folksong 


Class  History 
Class  Will 
Class  Prophecy 


Arthur  Barber 

Arno  Niemi 
Ruth  Cowdrey 


Rossini 


Chopin 
English  Folksong 


Valedictory 

Essay,  "Onward  and  Upward" 
Farewell  Address 

Lillian  Swicker 

Songs,  "Country  Dance" 
"My  Gentle  Harp" 

High  School  Chorus 

Conferring  of  Diplomas 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Packard 
Chairman  of  the  School  Board 

Benediction 

Rev.  Sherman  Goodwin 


Sweedish  Folksong 
Irish  Folksong 
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*  First  Honor 
**Second  Honor 


GRADUATES 

Arthur  Gabriel  Barber 
Ruth  Elizabeth  Cowdrey 
Ralph  Andrew  Hayward 
Florence  Marie  Higgins** 
Charles  Wilson  Jodrey 
Edna  Loretta  Landry 
Rose  Helen  Mattson 
Arno  Evald  Niemi 
Lillian  Matilda  Swicker* 


CLASS  COLORS 
Crimson  and  White 
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REPORT  OF  TAX  COLLECTOR 


REPORT  OF  1924  TAXES 

Personal  and  Real  Estate  Taxes 

Taxes  due  Jan.  1,  1926  $1,402.37 
Collected  and  paid  Treas.                       $1,291 . 19 

Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927  $111 . 18 

Moth  Tax  Account 

Moth  Tax  due  Jan.  1,  1926  $5 . 72 

Collected  and  paid  Treas.  $5 . 72 

Interest  Account 
Interest  collected  and  paid  Treas.  $149.08 
Respectfully  Submitted 
Charles  Liddell,  Collector,  1924 


REPORT  OF  1925  TAXES 

Personal  and  Real  Estate  Taxes 

Taxes  due  Jan.  1,  1926  •  $14,076.59 

Collected  and  paid  Treas.  $9,408 . 59 

Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927  $4,668.00 


Moth  Tax  Account 


Moth  Tax  due  Jan.  1,  1926 
Collected  and  paid  Treas. 
Balance  due  Jan.  1,  1927 


$42.55 


$54.55 
$12.00 
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Poll  Tax  Account 
Poll  Tax  due  Jan.  1,  1926  $2.00' 
Collected  and  paid  Treas.  $2.00 


Interest  Account 
Interest  Collected  and  paid  Treas.  $290 . 29 

Respectfully  Submitted 
Charles  Liddell,  Collector,  1925 


REPORT  OF  1926  TAXES 

Personal  and  Real  Estate  Taxes 

Total  Commitment  $57,833 . 18 
Collected  and  paid  Treasurer  $41,615.62 

Balance  due  January  1,  1927    $16,217.56 

Moth  Tax  Account 

Moth  Commitment  $  199 . 30 
Collected  and  paid  Treasurer                $  113.25 

Moth  Tax  due  January  1,  1926    $86^05 


Poll  Tax  Account 
Polls  Committed  $1,234. 00 

Collected  and  paid  Treasurer  $1,174.00 
Balance  due  January  1,  1927.    $60.00 

Interest  Account 
Interest  Collected  $34.00 
Interest  paid  Treasurer  $34.62 
Overpaid  Treasurer  $ .  62 

Respectfully  Submitted 
Charles  Liddell,  Tax  Collector,  1926 


REPORT  OF 
JANITORS  OF  MEMORIAL  HALL 


Sawyer's  movies  44  nights 

$440.00 

Legion  movies,  43  nights 

344.00 

Farm  Bureau,  6  nights 

30.00 

Basket  Ball,  11  games 

88.00 

Basket  Ball  practice,  4  nights 

4.00 

Jan.  8,  dance 

8.00 

Jan.  18,  drama,  dance  and  rehearsals 

15.00 

Jan.  20,  Old  Fashioned  Dance 

10.00 

Jan.  26,  Daughters  of  Veterans,  movies 

8.00 

Feb.  5,  dance 

8.00 

Feb.  22,  school  drama  and  rehearsals 

9.25 

March  5,  dance.  High  School 

8.00 

March  17,  Old  Fashioned  dance 

13.00 

April  9,  Girl  Scout  Dance 

8.00 

April  13,  Fitchburg  Minstrels,  High 

School 

8.00 

April  19,  High  School  play  and  rehear- 

sals 

13.00 

April  30,  Band  Concert 

8.00 

May  12,  I.  0.  0.  F.  Concert  and  Ball 

10.00 

May  14,  Townsend  Harbor  Minstrels 

and  rehearsals 

19.75 

May  21,  Red  Cross  dance  and  supper 

10.00 

May  31,  Drama  and  rehearsals 

14.25 

June  4,  Leominster  Minstrel  Show, 

High  School 

8.00 

July  2,  Alumni  dance 

10.00 

Aug.  11,  College  Students'  Show 

10.00 

Sept.  6,  High  School  movies 

8.00 

Sept.  29,  Old  Fashioned  Dance 

8.00 
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Oct.  29,  High  School  Bazaar  and  dance  8 . 00 

Oct.  20,  Congregational  Church  dinner  5 . 00 

Paid  treasurer  amount  due  1925  11.45 

Paid  Treasurer  due  from  1924  13.00 


$1,157.70 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  R.  Arlin,  Adm. 

November  13,  1926 

Sawyer's  movies  6  nights  $60.00 
Legion  movies,  7  nights  56.00 
Girl  Scouts  8.00 
Catholic  Club  8.00 
Farm  Bureau  5 . 00 


$137.00 


Total  for  year  $1,294.70 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  J.  Stewart,  Janitor 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER 


RECEIPTS 

TAXES 

From  the  Tax  Collector: 

Levy  of  1926  $42,789.62 
Levy  of  previous  years  10,706. 13 

 $53,495.75 

Moth  assessment,  1926  $113. 25 

Moth  assessment,  previous  years  48 . 27 

  161.52 


FROM  THE  STATE 


Income  tax,  1926  and  previous  years 

$6,248. 

35 

Income  tax,  special  grant  to  town 

1,920. 

00 

Corporation  tax,  business 

2,735. 

64 

Corporation  tax,  public  service 

377. 

96 

National  Bank  tax 

1,143. 

33 

Massachusetts  School  Fund 

4,203. 

26 

Special  High  School  tuition 

914. 

29 

School  Superintendent,  small  towns 

966. 

66 

Moth  suppression 

104. 

98 

Sea,lers'  licenses 

18. 

.00 

Inspection  of  animals 

28. 

,36 

Highways,  state  supervision 

6,550. 

00 

Charities,  temporary  aid 

43. 

37 

Soldiers'  benefits,  state  aid 

286 

.00 

Soldiers'  exemptions 

80 

.62 

$25,620.82 
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FROM  THE  COUNTY 

Dog  licenses  $458 . 26 

Court  fines  20 . 00 


$478 . 26 


LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

Pool  10.00 

Bus  25.00 

Used  car  35 . 00 

Vendors  12.00 

Hackney  6 . 00 

Junk  10.00 

Butcher  1.00 

Druggist  1 . 00 

Auctioneer  1 . 00 


$101.00 


DEPARTMENTAL 

General  Government 

Memorial  Hall  rent  1925  and 

1926  $1,294.70 
Refund  on  Tax  Collector's  ex- 
pense 25 . 72 


Protection 

Telephone  tolls,  fire  department  $4 . 80 

Private  moth  collections  69 . 75 

Sealer's  fees  41 . 01 

Forest  fires,  Ashby  refund  126 . 25 


$1,320.42 


$241.81 


(See  also  receipts  from  the  State) 
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Highways 

Refund  for  road  oil 

Charities 


Town  Home 

Eggs 

$96.52 

Milk 

125.82 

Butter 

28.33 

Lard 

.50 

Cream 

5.60 

Calf 

39.84 

Hay 

46.60 

Cow 

55.00 

Manure  spreader 

45.00 

Pigs 

15.00 

Pa^sture,  rent  of 

20.00 

Poultry 

1.00 

Rug 

3.00 

Telephone 

2.85 

Use  of  horse  and  wagon 

7.00 

Rent  of  Aker  house 

24.00 

Plank  sold  to  Bridge  De- 

partment 

45.00 

Outside  RelieJ 

Reimbursement  from  indi- 
viduals $120.74 

Reimbursement  from  cities 

and  towns  51.36 


(See  also  receipts  from  the  State) 

Worthy  Poor  Fund 

Interest  on  invested  funds 


$41.70 


$561.06 


$172.10 


$28.54 
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Schools 

Refunded  telephone  tolls  $11 . 00 

Rent  of  Seminary  Hall  33 .  25 

Rent  of  Odd  Fellows  Hall  1 25  . 00 


(See  also  receipts  from  the  State) 

Library 

General  Account 

Fines  on  books  $62 . 08 

Refunds  on  Magazines  3 . 90 

Harding  Memorial  Fund, 

from  Savings  Bank  8 . 33 

Welcome  Home  Fund,  from 

Savings  Bank  84.64 


Gift  Account 

Gifts  of  1926 

Charles  Emery  Fund 

Interest  on  invested  funds 


Cemeteries 

General  Account 

Interest  on  Perpetual  Care 

Funds  $1,002.15 

From  Soldiers'  Graves  125.00 

Annual  care,  1926  and  1925  239 . 70 

Annual  care,  1924  15.50 

Grading  105.65 

Foundations  64 . 00 

Opening  and  fdling  graves  154 . 00 

Sale  of  lots  28.00 

Markers  sold  5 . 60 

Fertilizer  sold  4 . 75 


$169.25 


$158.95 
$60.00 
$25.00 


$1,744.35 
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Tucker  Fund 

Interest  on  invested  funds  $27.50 
Floral  Fund 

Interest  on  Invested  Funds  $5.00 

Cilson  Memorial  Fund 

Interest  on  invested  funds  $6 . 76 


INTEREST 

On  deferred  taxes  $473 . 99 

On  deposits  in  National  Bank  119. 15 

On  Trust  Funds  added  to  principal: 
World  War  Memorial  Bonus 

Fund  21.78 
Welcome  Home  Fund  for  Library  6 . 19 

Harding  Memorial  Fund  for  Library  .18 
,    Hart  Free  Library  Building  Fund      1,648 . 62 

 $2,269.91 


UNCLASSIFIED 

Refund  on  Compensation  Insurance, 

1925  $52.58 
Tax  Collector's  collection  costs  8.15 


MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Temporary  Loans 

In  anticipation  of  taxes  $40,000 . 00 
In  anticipaition  of  reimburse- 
ment from  State  6,600 . 00 


$60.73 


$46,600.00 
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TRUST  FUNDS 
Cemetery  perpetual  care  received 

during  1926  $1,200.00 


Total  receii^ts  for  the  year  $134,550.43 

TRANSFERS 
Town  Farm  from  Bridges  andVillage  streets  $45 . 00 
Cemeteries  from  Soldiers'  Graves  125.00 
Income  on  Trust  Funds,  added  to 

principal  1,676.77 


Total  transfers  to  be  deducted 

(not  cash  items)  $1,846.77 


Total  cash  receipts  for  the  year  $132,703 . 66 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1926  10,048.40 


Grand  total  $142,752 . 06 


PAYMENTS 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Legislative 

Salary  of  Moderator  $5 . 00 

Library  Committee: 

Expense  to  Boston  $4 . 54 

Expense  to  New  York  37 . 00 


  $41.54 

Selectmen's  Department 

Salaries  $450.00 
Expenses : 

Posting  and  typing  warrants        $50 . 00 
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Printing,    stationery  and 

poistage  13.25 

Traveling  65 . 09 

Clerk  93.00 

Perambulating  town  lines  18 . 60 


$239.94 


Auditing  Department 

Salaries  $75.00 

Treasury  Department 

Salary  $450.00 
Expenses : 

Surety  bond  $20.00 

Printing,    stationery  and 

postage  52 . 25 

Check  books  31 . 25 

Trips  to  State  Department  12.12 

Safe  deposit  box  3 . 00 


$118.62 


Tax  Collector's  Department 

Salary,  1926  collections  $250.00 
Expenses: 

Surety  bond  $50.00 
Printing,    stationery  and 

postage  90.22 

Advertising  10.50 

  $150.72 


Assessors'  Department 

Salaries  $308.00 
Expenses : 

Printing,    stationery  and 

postage  $22.81 
Traveling  29.80 
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Special  typing  17.92 
Clerk  73 . 00 

  $143.53 

Law  Department 

Town  Counsel  $70.25 


Town  Clerk's  Department 

Salary  $100.00 
Expenses: 

Surety  bond  $2.00 
Printing,    stationery  and 

postage  17.62 
Traveling  5 . 00 

Dog  notices  3 . 50 

Binding  town  reports  2  . 40 

  $30.52 


Election  and  Registration 

Registrars  $48.00 

Election  officers  92 . 00 

Printing  ballots  25 . 00 


$165.00 


Certifying  Town  Notes  $10.00 


Memorial  Hall 

Janitor  $549.00 

Fuel  332.62 

Insurance  320.80 

Light  for  hall  111.83 

Light  for  library  95.77 

Repairs  and  cleaning  cesspool  45 . 26 

Janitor's  supplies  22 . 35 
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Water  rent  18.00 

Tuning  piano  9 . 00 

Song  Writers'  Association 

licenses  (2)  20.00 


$1,524.63 


Memorial  Hall,  Special  Repairs 

Repairs  to  furnaces  $182 . 22 

Freight  11.18 

Window  shades  45 . 00 

Painting  27.30 

Gutter  pipe  88 . 55 

Sample  chair  seat  1 . 44 


$355.69 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police  Department 

Salaries  and  traveling  expenses: 

Center  $177.85 

WestTownsend  226.85 

Harbor  41.80 

Other  Expenses: 

Special  police  $54.00 

Telephones  59 . 30 

Blankets  4 . 50 

Lantern  1 . 50 


$565.80 


Suppression  of  Vice  and  Liquor 

Salaries  and  traveling: 

Center  $28.16 

West  Townsend  24.00 

Harbor  1.80 

Ayer  Police  6.00 


$59.96 
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Fire  Department 
Salaries: 

Chief  $50.00 

Firemen  740.00 

Poll  taxes  66.00 


Expenses: 

Men  and  teams  at  fires  $148 . 75 
Labor  at  engine  house  20 . 00 
Boiler  and  steamer  inspec- 
tion 13.00 
Apparatus  16.25 
Hose  14.44 
Repairs  and  gasoline  53 . 71 
Equipment  3 . 50 
Fuel  226.16 
Light  26.64 
Water  rent  3 . 00 
Telephone  31.87 
Insurance  99 . 85 


Installation  of  Water, 

Center  Engine  House 
Pipe  and  fittings  $43 . 61 

Labor  55.00 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Salary  $75.00 
Equipment  8 . 03 


Moth  Department 

Superintendent  $245 . 25 

Other  labor  452.00 


$856.00 


$657.17 


$98.61 


$83.03 
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Teams  27.00 

Equipment  and  repairs  53 . 37 

Insecticides  330 . 59 

Gasoline  12.77 


Tree  Warden 

Salaries  and  wages  $113 . 25 

Pruners  10.00 


$1,120.98 


$123.25 


Forest  Fires 

Labor  fighting  fires  $255 . 15 

Supplies  18.23 

Apparatus  6 . 00 


$279.38 


Bounties 

On  wild  cat  $10.00 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health 

Medical  attendance  $25.00 
Clerk  15.00 
Quarantine  expense  20 . 03 

1923  bill  from  State  Sanitorium  162 . 00 

  $222.03 


Vital  Statistics 
Births 
Deaths 


$3.75 
5.75 


$9.50 
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Inspection 
Animals 
Meat 


Use  of  Sewer 


$85 . 22 
117.25 


$202.47 
$40.00 


HIGHWAYS 


Highway  Maintenance,  State 
Supervision 

Superintendent  $680.00 

Use  of  car  75.00 

Labor  5,066.15 

Teams  4,776.00 

Equipment  and  repairs  174.70 

Tarvia  290.55 

Road  oil  1,980.50 

Gravel,  stone  and  explosives  198.80 


$13,241.70 


Bridges  and  Village  Streets 

Labor  $72 . 25 

Beacon  lights  110.05 

Watering  troughs  8 . 00 

Repairs  to  road  scraper  29 . 05 

Lumber  88.44 

Rail  fence  60.00 

Painting  68.90 

Oil,  nails  and  pipe  8 . 35 

Insurance  on  tools  2.18 

Advertising  bids  1.23 


$448.45 


New  Approach  Main  Street  Bridge 
Contract 


$392.00 
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Sidewalk  Construction 

General  Appropriation  account  $497 . 38 

West  Townsend,  special  176.70 

School  Street,  special  150.00 


$824.08 


Snow  Removal 

Salaries  and  wages  $905 . 56 

Teams  933.59 
Shovels  2.25 
Trucking  snow  plow  10.00 

  $1,851.40 

Street  Lighting 

Contract  of  1926  $2,122.26 


CHARITIES 

Town  Farm 


Superintendent 

$845.81 

Other  labor 

.  525.28 

Groceries  and  provisions 

706.29 

Hay  and  grain 

682.84 

Fuel  and  hght 

242 . 28 

Medical  attendance 

12.80 

Supplies 

107.11 

Clothing 

53.02 

Repairs 

50.90 

Fertilizer 

18.20 

Ice 

46.90 

Telephone 

40.78 

Insurance 

35.15 

Blacksmithing 

58.00 

Veterinary 

16.50 

Butchering 

9.50 

Sale  of  cow 

75.00 

Sale  of  pigs 

38.00 
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Taxes,  Ashby  5 . 94 

Another  5.80 


Town  Farm,  Special  Repairs 

Shingling  $926.66 

Painting  375.00 

Materials  33 . 94 

Aker  House  38 . 23 

Other  labor  20 . 20 

Advertising  bids  .  83 


UuTSiDE  Relief 

Groceries  and  provisions  $269 . 18 
Rents  532.00 
Fuel  282 . 74 
Medical  attendance  284.25 
Board  and  care  in  State  Insti- 
tutions 978 . 72 
Paid  cities  and  towns  for  care  427 . 86 
Transportation  1 5 . 90 
Clothing  6 . 45 
Burial  114.14 
All  other  53.82 


Special  Appropriation  for  Bills 

OF  1925  and  Previous  Years 
Town  Farm 

Repairs  $3.00 

Outside  Relief 

Paid  cities  and  towns  for 

care  408.06 


$3,576.10 


$1,394.86 


$2,965.06 
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Paid  State  for  board  and 

care  352.00 
Groceries  and  provisions  13.06 

  $776.12 


Worthy  Poor  Fund 

Groceries  $20.47 

Clothing  1.30 

Hay  28.38 

  $50.15 

Overseers  of  Poor 

Salaries  $150.00 
Expenses: 

Clerk  $25.00 

Use  of  car  15.00 

Stationery  and  postage  3.51 

Traveling  3.50 

Telephone  4 . 05 

  $51.06 


SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 
State  Aid  $192.00 

SCHOOLS 

General  Account 

Superintendent's  salary  $1,516.60 

Teachers' salaries  20,289.98 

Janitor  service  1,818.83 

School  physician  100.00 

Nurse's  services  and  expense  301 .05 

Transportation  of  children  6,456.52 

Repairs  and  insurance  on  barges  42 . 05 
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General  repairs  335 . 60 
Special  repairs  to  furnaces  at 

West  Townsend  school  265 . 00 
Insurance  on  buildings  and  fur- 
nishings 818.58 
Truant  officer  25.00 
Class  room  supplies  597 . 27 
Textbooks  878.71 
Fuel  1,528.54 
Light  125.37 
Telephone  131.23 
Drinking  water  and  water  rent  81 . 75 
Janitors' supplies  107.64 
Boiler  inspection  5 . 00 
Pianos  tuned  8 . 00 
Graduation  expense  24 . 05 
Freight  and  trucking  4 . 79 
Tuition   Worcester  Industrial 

School  42.84 
Expenses  of  Supt.  and  Committee: 
Printing,  stationery  and  post- 
age $29.16 
Traveling                         1 1 . 60 
Clerical  48.25 

  $89.01 


New  Equipment: 


Books  for  school  library  $224 . 54 
Files,  typewriter,  etc.  for  Supt. 

office  226.71 

Multigraphing  machine  35 . 00 

2  typewriters  for  class  room  145.00 

Laboratory  supplies  111.41 

Clocks  25.55 

For  use  of  Janitor  25 . 75 
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Tools  for  manual  training  46 . 40 

Waste  baskets  12.30 

  $852.66 


Total  for  schools,  general  purposes  $36,446 . 07 


Special  Repairs,  Harbor  School 

Roofing  materials  $62 . 50 

Labor  42.50 

Painting  190.00 


$295.00 


Stage  Curtain,  Seminary  Hall  $78 . 62 


LIBRARY 

General  Account 


Salary  of  Librarian 

$400.00 

Assists^nt 

60.00 

Books 

503.63 

Periodicals 

60.75 

Binding  books 

112.95 

Typewriter 

70.00 

Stationery  and  postage 

15.40 

Express 

9.64 

Supplies 

30.46 

Traveling 

4.04 

$1,266.87 
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Library  Gift  Account 

Assistant  at  West  Townsend  $30.00 
Books  18.09 


RECREATION 

Parks 

Labor  and  mowing  $123 . 22 

Fertilizer  29.25 
Repairs  to  fence  15.00 
Painting  23 . 45 


$48.09 


$190.92 


Band  Concerts 

Paid  Treasurer  of  Townsend 

Band  $500.00 

UNCLASSIFIED 

General  Accovnt 

Memorial  Day  observance,  paid 

Association  $150.00 
Middlesex   County  Extension 

Service  '  250.00 

Employees'  Compensation  in- 
surance 245 . 73 
(See  refund  among  receipts  unclassified) 
Annual  town  reports                                              433 .  70 

Miscellaneous  Account 

Paid  Secretary  of  Finance  Com- 
mittee $12.00 

Increase  by  law  in  Town  Offi- 
cers' bonds  8 . 40 

Telephone  at  Selectmen's  office  37.17 
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Ink  for  office 
Typewriter  ribbons 
Office  supplies 


2.96 
4.00 
5.38 


$69.91 


Tax  Abatements 
Levy  of  1924 
Levy  of  1925 
Levy  of  1926 


$38.39 
95.18 
80.53 


$214.10 


Taxes 
State 

State  highway 
County 

County,  special 


$4,440.00 
1,303.00 
3,602.07 
62.24 


(,407.31 


Town  Forest 
Labor 
Trees 
Use  of  car 


$34.80 
1.69 
1.00 


$38.49 


Bills  Payable 

Sundry  accounts,  1925  charges 


$176.10 


Reserve  Fund 

Transferred  to  Board  of  Health 
Transferred  to  Assessors'  Salaries 


$22.03 
8.00 


$30.03 


CEMETERIES 


General  Account 
Secretary 
Labor  at  Center 


$50.00 
1,143.53 
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Labor  at  West  Townsend  199 . 85 

Fertilizer  106.25 

Equipment  64.01 

Seed,  loam,  cement,  etc.  39.89 

Electricity  10.91 

Teaming  67.08 

Stationery  ajid  postage  1 1 . 00 


$1,692.52 

Tool  House,  Special  Repairs 

Lumber  and  hardware  $50.91 
Labor  43.50 
Paint  5.55 

  $99.96 

Soldiers'  Graves 

Transferred  to  General  Account  $125 . 00 

Tucker  Fund 

Labor  $12.00 
Floral  Fund 

Flowers  $6.00 


INTEREST 


On  revenue  notes 

$745. 

50 

On  note  in  anticipation  of  reimburse- 

ment 

101, 

,71 

On  Schoolhouse  notes 

135 

.62 

On  Mason  and  Greenville  Road 

Bridges  note 

36 

.66 

On  Lunenburg  Road  concrete  bridges 

notes 

170 

.00 

$1,189.49 
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MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Temporary  Loans 

In  anticipation  of  taxes  $40,000.00 
In  anticipation  of  reimburse- 
ment by  State  6,600 . 00 


General  Loans 

Mason    and    Greenville  Rds. 

Bridges,  3rd  note  $725 . 00 

Schoolhouse,  3rd  note  895 . 00 

Lunenburg  Road  bridges,  2nd 

note  1,000.00 


$46,600.00 


  $2,620.00 

TRUST 

Cemetery   Perpetual   Care  Funds 

deposited  $1,200.00 
Surplus  War  Memorial  Bonus  Fund 

transferred  to  Savings  Bank  968 . 34 


Total  payments  for  the  year  $141,206. 11 

TRANSFERS 

Accounts  payable  to  sundry  ac- 
counts, 1926  $710".  15 

Soldiers'  Graves  to  Cemeteries  125.00 

Bridges  and  Village  Streets  to  Town 

Farm  45.00 

Reserve  Fund  to  Assessors'  Salaries  8.00 

Reserve  Fund  to  Board  of  Health  22 . 03 


Total  to  be  deducted  (not  cash  items)  S910 .  IS 


Total  cash  payments  for  the  year  $140,295 .93 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1926  2,456. 13 


Grand  total 


$142,752.06 
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Statement  of  Trust  Funds 


Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds 


Amount  on  deposit  December 


31,  1925 

S;22  860 

.00 

C-X  V        VJ.U.1  lii^  i/Hc;  y  Ki^iXx.  ±^^\jm 

V*    A   SriPnilrlmp*  lot 

75 

.00 

Daniel  Bills  lot 

100 

.00 

\A/pci-  nalT  It^^irfl  SdIr ii lnTnc>' 

lot 

75 

.00 

Beny.  Hodgman  lot 

50 

.00 

J.  C.  Hodgman  lot 

100 

.00 

William  Brown  lot 

100 

.00 

Warren  Kemp  lot 

100. 

.00 

Noah  Wallace  lot 

100 

.00 

Melzer  D.  Smith  lot 

100 

.00 

David  S.  Fessenden  lot 

100, 

.00 

Harriet  M.  Piper  lot 

100. 

.00 

Albert  G.  Seaver  lot 

100. 

.00 

Christopher  Gates  lot 

100. 

.00 

Total  Perpetual  Care  Funds,  December  31, 
1926 


$24,060.00 


Other  Cemetery  Trust  Funds 


$750.00 


Worthy  Poor  Funds 


$634.00 


Charles  Emery  Library  Fund 


$500.00 


Welcome  Home  Fund  for  Library 
Amount  on  deposit  December 

31,1925  $178.28 
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Income  added  to  principal  in 

1926  6.19 


  $184.47 

Withdrawn  for  use  of  Library  84 . 64 


Total  on  deposit,  December  31,  1926  $99 . 83 

Harding  Memorial  Fund  for  Library 
Amount  on  deposit  December 

31,1925  $8.15 
Income  added  to  principal  in 

1926  .18 

  $8.33 


Withdrawn  for  use  in  Library  8.33 


World  War  Memorial  Bonus  Fund 

Amount  placed  on  deposit  April  1,1926  $968 . 34 
Income  added  to  principal  in  1926  21 .  78 


Total  on  deposit,  December  31,  1926  $990. 12 

Hart  Free  Library  Building 

Amount  on  deposit  December  31,  1925  $36,228 . 87 

Income  added  to  principal  in  1926  1,648 . 62 


Total  on  deposit  December  31,  1926  $37,877.49 


Total  Trust  Funds 


$64,911.44 
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Summary  of  Appropriations  Accounts 


Appropriations 

Receipts, 

General  Government 

Transfers 

Payments 

Balances 

Moderator 

15.00 

$5.00 

Water  Supply  Com- 

mittee 

49.41 

$49.41 

Library  Committee 

250.00 

41.54 

208.46 

Selectmen's  salaries 

450.00 

450.00 

Selectmen's  expense 

250.00 

239.94 

10.06 

Auditors 

75.00 

75.00 

Treasurer's  salary 

450.00 

450.00 

Treasurer's  expense 

120.00 

118.62 

1.38 

Tax  Collector's  salary 

1,025.38 

250.00 

775.38 

Tax   Collector's  ex- 

pense 

150.72 

150.72 

*Assessors'  salaries 

308.00 

308.00 

Assessors'  expenses 

145.00 

143.53 

1.47 

Certifying  town  notes 

20.00 

10.00 

10.00 

Law  Department 

100.00 

70.25 

29.75 

1  own  Clerk  s  salary 

lUU.UU 

lUU . uu 

Town  Clerk's  expense 

45.00 

30.52 

14.48 

Election  and  Regis- 

tration 

200.00 

165.00 

35.00 

Memorial  Hall 

1,600.00 

1,524.63 

75.37 

Memorial  Hall,  Spec- 

ial Repairs 

860.00 

355.69 

504.31 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Police 

$600.00 

$565 . 80 

$34.20 

Suppression 

200.00 

59.96 

140.04 

Firemen's  salaries 

856.00 

856.00 

Fire  Department  ex- 

pense 

804.80 

680.78 

124.02 

*  Installation  of  water, 

engine  house 

98.61 

98.61 
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Sealer  Weights  and 

Measures 

90 

.00 

83 

.03 

6.97 

Moth  Suppression 

1,121 

.81 

1,120 

.98 

.83 

Tree  Warden 

125 

.00 

123 

.25 

1.75 

Forest  Fires 

426 

.25 

279 

.38 

146.87 

Bounties 

30 

.00 

10 

.00 

20.00 

Hf'att'h'  anttj  Samttattom 

*Board  of  Health 

$222, 

,03 

$222 

.03 

Vital  statistics 

20 

.00 

9 

.50 

10.50 

Inspection  meat  and 

animals 

300 

.00 

202 

.47 

97.53 

Fessenden  sewer 

40 

.00 

40 

.00 

T-Ttf^HWA 

Mamtenance,  State 

supervision 

CM  '2  0/1  1 

vtt)lv5,z41 

.  /u 

<1M  2  0/1  1 
v}j>lo,Z41 

*7A 
.  /U 

Bridges   and  village 

streets 

c  An 

UU 

A  C 

.  4o 

$ol . 55 

New  Approach,  Main 

Street  bridge 

.  UU 

oVZ  , 

.  UU 

Street  lighting 

z,104. 

UU 

z,lzz 

.  zo 

/II    1 A 

41 .  /4 

onow  removal 

Z,UUU. 

AA 

UU 

A  A 

4U 

1  /I  Q  AA 
14o . OU 

Sidewalks : 

General  Appropria- 

tion 

500. 

00 

497. 

38 

2.62 

West  Townsend 

190. 

00 

176. 

70 

13.30 

School  Street 

150. 

00 

150. 

00 

AT"    '            T  T 

*lown  Home 

•  13,576. 

10 

$3,576. 

10 

Outside  Relief 

3,000. 

00 

2,996. 

16 

3.84 

Old  bills  previous  to 

1926 

776. 

12 

776. 

12 

Overseer's  salaries 

150. 

00 

150. 

00 
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Overseer's  expense  75 . 00  5 1 . 06  23 . 94 
Special  Repairs  Town 

Home  1,400.00  1,394.86  5.14 

Soldiers'  Benefits 

State  Aid  $192.00  $192.00 

Soldiers'  relief  50 .00  50 . 00 


Schools 

General  Account  $36,450.00    $36,446.07  $3.93 

Repairs  Harbor  school         300.00  295.00  5.00 

Stage  curtain,  Semi- 
nary Hall  80.00  78.62  1.38 


Public  Library  $1,266.87  $1,266.87 
Recreation 

Parks  $200.00  $190.92  $9.08 

Band  Concerts  500.00  500.00 


Unclassified 

Compensation  insur- 


ance 

$250. 

00 

$245. 

73 

$4.27 

Memorial  Day  obser- 

vance 

150. 

00 

150. 

00 

Middlesex  Co.  Farm 

Bureau 

250. 

00 

250. 

00 

Soldiers'  graves 

125, 

.00 

125. 

00 

Town  Forest 

75, 

.00 

38. 

,49 

36.51 

Annual  town  reports 

433, 

.70 

433, 

,70 

Miscellaneous  account 

75 

.00 

69 

.91 

5.09 

Reserve  Fund 

500 

.00 

30. 

,03 

469.97 

Agency,    State  and 

County  taxes 

9,407 , 

.31 

9,407 

.31 
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Cemeteries 

General  Account 
Repairs  on  tool  house 


$2,787.01 
100.00 


$1,692.52 
99.96 


$1,094.49 
.04 


Interest 


$1,400.00 


$1,189.49 


$210.51 


Maturing  Debt 


$2,620.00 


$2,620.00 


Totals 


$96,464.82 


$91,986.04  $4,478.78 


*Transfers 

Assessors'  Salaries  from  Reserve  Fund 

Installation  of  Water,  from  Fire  Department  Expense 

Board  of  Health  from  Reserve  Fund 

Town  Home  from  Outside  Relief 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 

Unexpended  balances  on  Approproation  Accounts  as 

above  $4,478 . 78 

Less  balances  carried  forward  for  use  in 
year  1927: 

Water  Supply  Committee  $49 . 41 

Library  Committee  208 . 46 

Tax  Collector's  salary  775.38 
Memorial  Hall,  special  repairs  504.31 
Cemeteries  1 , 094 . 49 

Reserve  Fund  469.97 

 $3,102.02 


Net  unexpended  Appropriation  balances  $1,376.76 
Add  balance  on  Revenue  account,  1926  605.21 


Surplus  of  1926  1,981.97 
Add  unexpended  surplus  of  previous  years  5,716.52 


Total  Surplus  Revenue,  December  31,  1926  $7,698.49 

Respectfully  submitted 

Gertrude  S.  Copeland,  Treasurer 
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REPORT  OF  AUDITORS 


To  the  Voters  of  Townsend: 

We  have  examined  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Treasurer, 
Collector  of  Taxes  for  the  years  1924,  1925  and  1926,  Town  Clerk, 
Librarian,  Cemetery  Commissioners,  and  the  Janitor  of  Memorial 
Hall,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1926,  and  fmd  them  correct. 

In  auditing  the  1926  taxes  we  fmd  that  the  Collector  has  over- 
paid the  Treasurer  $.62  on  interest. 

We  recommend  in  the  future  that  all  bills  requiring  vouchers 
shall  not  be  accepted  for  payment  by  the  Selectmen  unless  ac- 
companied by  the  vouchers. 

C.  P.  Keefe 
I.  Prevost 
F.  N.  Davis 

Auditors 


TOWN  WARRANT 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Middlesex,  ss. 

To  either  oj  the  Constables  oj  the  Town  oj  Townsend,  i?!  said  County: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you  are 
required  to  notify  and  warn  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  said  Town  qualified  to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  Affairs 
to  meet  at  the  Memorial  Hall,  in  said  Townsend,  on  Monday, 
March  7,  1927,  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following  Articles, 
viz: 

To  give  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot  for  Moderator,  three  Select- 
men, three  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  three  members  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  Town  Clerk,  Town  Treasurer,  Tax  Collector,  Tree  War- 
den, three  Auditors,  two  Constables,  three  Trustees  of  the  Tucker 
Fund,  for  one  year,  one  Assessor,  one  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, one  Trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  one  Park  Commission- 
er, one  Cemetery  Commissioner  to  serve  three  years. 

The  polls  will  be  open  at  6  o'clock  a.  m,,  and  may  be  closed 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m.    Meeting  in  town  affairs  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Article  1.  To  choose  all  officers  not  required  by  law  to  be 
chosen  by  ballot. 

Art.  2.  To  accept  the  printed  reports  of  the  officers  and  com- 
mittees of  the  town. 

Art.  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  Selectmen 
to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Division  of  Highways,  that  a  portion  of  the  sum  available  under 
the  provisions  of  Sections  26,  27,  28,  29,  of  Chapter  81  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  amended,  be  appropriated  and  expended  in 
Townsend. 
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Art.  4.  To  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  town,  viz:  General  Government,  Protection  of 
Persons  and  Property,  Health  and  Sanitation,  Highways  and 
Bridges,  Charities,  Cemeteries,  Inspection,  Schools,  Pubhc  Libra- 
ry, Recreation,  Care  Soldiers'  Graves,  Soldiers'  Benefits,  Interest, 
Town  Debt,  and  unclassified  items,  a  detailed  list  of  which  will 
be  found  in  the  Budget. 

Art.  5.  To  choose  a  committee  for  the  suppression  of  vice 
and  to  prosecute  the  illegal  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town. 

Art.  6.  To  choose  an  agent,  or  agents,  to  prosecute  and  de- 
fend all  suits  in  behalf  of  the  town,  with  power  to  employ  counsel. 

Art.  7.  To  decide  whether  the  money  refunded  to  the  town 
on  account  of  dog  licenses  shall  be  used  for  the  Public  Library  or 
for  Schools. 

Art.  8.  To  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer  to  borrow  money 
in  anticipation  of  revenue  for  the  financial  year  1927. 

Art.  9.  To  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer  to  borrow  money 
in  anticipation  of  revenue  for  the  financial  year  1928. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $250.00,  or  some  other  amount,  and  elect  a  director,  the 
money  to  be  expended  by,  and  the  director  to  serve  in  cooperation 
with  the  County  Agricultural  Trustees  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Extension  Service  in  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics  under  the 
provisions  of  Sections  40  to  45,  Chapter  128,  of  the  General 
Laws  of  Massachusetts. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  in  building  new  sidewalks. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  $36.00  to  pay  school  bills  of  1926  as  hsted  and 
filed  with  the  town  treasurer. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  repairs  to  Memorial  Hall  and  fixtures. 
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Art.  14.  To  sec  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  to  establish  an  additional  street  light  at  the 
junction  of  Highland  and  Brookline  Streets  about  opposite  the 
residence  of  Lillian  Reed. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  to  establish  an  additional  street  light  on 
Jefts  Street  near  the  residence  of  W.  J.  Creighton. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  se- 
lectmen to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  Division  of  Highways  and  the  Middlesex  County  Com- 
missioners, lor  the  purpose  ol  improving  the  Brookline  Road,  this 
work  to  be  done  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  91  of  the  General 
Laws,  whereby  the  State,  County  and  Town  appropriate  equal 
amounts  to  carry  on  the  work. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate, or  borrow  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  as  the 
town's  share  for  work  on  Brookline  Road  for  1927,  providing  that 
the  State  and  County  appropriate  like  amounts. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  employing  a  District 
Nurse  for  the  Town  of  Townsend,  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
to  the  same. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  choose  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  advisability  of  purchasing  a  combina- 
tion automobile  chemical  and  fire  pump  for  use  at  West  Townsend, 
the  committee  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  same  and  report  at  a  future 
town  meeting.  Also  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  committee  or  take  any  action  relating 
to  the  same. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  board 
of  Selectmen  and  the  janitor  of  Memorial  Hall,  to  re-arrange  the 
order  of  renting  said  hall  for  moving  pictures,  so  that  the  Franz 
Waldo  Miller  Post  of  the  American  Legion  shall  be  allowed  to 
give  their  moving  pictures  on  Saturday  nights,  or  take  any  action 
relating  to  the  same. 
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Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  Select- 
men to  remove  the  Watering  Trough  at  West  Townsend. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  keep  the  roads  of 
the  town  passable  for  automobiles  the  coming  winter  and  raise 
and  appropriate  money  for  same. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropri- 
ate a  sum  not  exceeding  $200.00  to  cover  the  cost  of  sanding 
the  sidewalks  of  the  town  when  conditions  so  warrant. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $50.00  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  town  forest. 

Art.  25.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  study  the  needs  of  the  town  relative  to  a  site  and  the  erection 
of  a  library  building. 

Art.  26.  To  choose  a  library  building  committee,  said  com- 
mittee to  have  full  authority  to  purchase  a  site,  select  an  architect 
prepare  plans  and  submit  sketches  and  estimates  of  cost  at  some 
future  town  meeting. 

Art.  27.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  a  street  light 
on  the  Turnpike  Road  at  the  junction  of  the  cross  road  at  the 
west  end  of  the  Worcester  lot  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  money 
for  the  same. 

Art.  28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  discontinue  the 
road  from  the  residence  of  Andrew  Lemieux  northerly  to  the 
Turnpike  Road. 

Art.  29.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  from  Mrs. 
Addie  M.  Wallace  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  there- 
from to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Noah  Wallace 
lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Art.  30.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  from  Walter 
Smith  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom  to  be 
expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Melzer  G.  Smith  lot  in  the 
cemetery  at  West  Townsend. 
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Art.  31 .  To  sec  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  froiri  Mr.  O. 
D.  Fessenden  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom 
to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  David  Fessenden 
lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Art.  32.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  from  the 
estate  of  Harriett  M.  Piper  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  therefrom 
to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Harriett  M.  Piper 
lot  in  the  cemetery  at  West  Townsend. 

Art.  33.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  from  Mrs. 
Annie  N.  Greenleaf  the  sum  of  $100.00  in  trust,  the  income  there- 
from to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Frank  A.  Green- 
leaf  lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Art.  34.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  from  Mr.  Ai 
Richards  an  additional  sum  of  $50.00  in  trust,  the  income  there- 
from to  be  expended  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  Day-Richards 
lot  in  the  cemetery  at  Townsend  Center. 

Art.  35.  To  choose  committees,  to  hear  reports  of  commit- 
tees, or  to  act  in  any  way  in  relation  to  any  of  the  foregoing 
articles. 

Given  under  our  hand,  this  nineteenth  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1927. 

Frederick  J.  Piper 
Adney  W.  Gray 
Oscar  B.  Mudgett 
Selectmen  oj  Townsend 

All  persons  having  motions  to  make  are  requested  to  fde  the 
same,  in  writing,  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

Bring  your  town  report  if  you  wish  one  for  reference  at  town 
meeting. 
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